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4. Foreign-Assisted Projects (FAPs)Impact assessment Studies 
 
 4.1 Solar power Technology Support (SPOTS) 

 
Woodfields Consultants, Inc. and Snowy Mountains Engineering Corporation (SMEC), Impact 
Assessment Study of Solar Power Technology Support (SPOTS) Project-Phase I. Volume I (Main 
Report). Department of Agrarian Reform. February 2011. 
 
An impact assessment study of the Solar Power Technology Support (SPOTS) Project Phase I was 
conducted to determine its effects on the income and quality of life of the beneficiaries and on the 
incidence of poverty in the project sites. The SPOTS Project Phase I aimed at reducing rural poverty 
incidence in the un-energized and off-grid agrarian reform communities (ARCs) using solar electrification 
in increasing agricultural productivity and rural enterprise activities. It is a multi-agency undertaking with 
the DAR as lead agency and prime mover for the Project’s three (3) major components: solar 
electrification; agriculture and rural enterprise development (ARED); and institutional development (ID). 
The impact assessment study shows that the project was able to raise the ARBs’ nominal household 
income from PhP20,656 in 2004 to PhP30,704 in 2009 or an increase of 9.73 percent per year. Poverty 
incidence among ARC household population in the project sites was reduced from 65.30 percent in 2004 
to 53.80 percent in 2009, with an average poverty reduction rate of 2.3 percent per year from 2004 to 
2009. However, the macro-economic pressure had adversely affected the achievement of the project’s 
target of five (5) percent per year poverty reduction rate. Generally, the project’s implementing structure 
were operational from project planning up to the project completion stage. Among others, the study noted 
that the SPOTS I Project has substantial impact, directly and indirectly, on the lives of the ARC 
households, the POs and the Barangay/Municipal Local Government Unit (B/MLGU) in terms of 
substantial in-roads in poverty reduction and in exploring innovative approaches for social and economic 
development. 


