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NAGA CITY—The Department 
of Agrarian Reform (DAR) and 
the Cooperative Development 
Authority (CDA) in Bicol region 
signed an agreement promoting 
the development of functional 
agrarian reform cooperatives in a 
bid to strengthen their capacities in 
managing profitable and sustainable 
enterprises. 
DAR Bicol Regional Director 
Rodrigo O. Realubit said that 
coordination between the two 
agencies is needed for the successful 
implementation of the nation’s 
agrarian reform program through 
the strengthening of the institutional 
and entrepreneurial capacities of 
the agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs). 
“With the memorandum of 
agreement, the implementation of 
the agencies’ collective initiative, 
CDA-DAR Partnership: Sustainable 
Business Operations Program 
for Agrarian Reform Beneficiary 
Organizations (ARBOs) and 
Cooperatives, is set to take effect in 
full force,” Realubit added. 
In his statement, CDA Regional 
Director Salvador Valeroso, 
disclosed that the idea behind the 

DAR, on the other hand, will 
provide help in the conversion of 
ARBOs to AR coops and conduct 
training for them. Agrarian reform 
program officers (ARPOs) who will 
facilitate the training, will undergo 
the Accredited Training Providers 
training under the CDA. 
Both agencies will also cooperate 
in developing, producing, and 
implementing information, 
education, and communication 
materials, specifically for this 
initiative, including web-based 
training programs for target 
beneficiaries. 
Provincial Agrarian Reform 

The Department of Agrarian 
Reform emphasized the importance 
of adopting modern machinery 
and advanced technology to spark 
productivity and increase income 
of agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) as it recently distributed 
various farm machinery to three 
(3) agrarian reform beneficiary 
organizations (ARBOs) in Coron, 
Palawan.   
“These farm machineries would 
make farming easier and faster for 
the farmer-members of the ARBOs. 

formal collaboration sprung from 
the need to reinforce the strategy 
in the provision of technical 
assistance to the ARBOs, as well as 
to maximize the resources of both 
agencies in delivering services to 
their clients. 
Under the main provisions of the 
agreement, the CDA will spearhead 
pre-registration seminars for 
identified ARBOs endorsed by 
DAR and extend assistance in the 
preparation and registration of 
proposed AR coops. The agency 
will also provide continuous 
handholding and technical 
assistance services. 

Program Officer Gay Labad 
expressed her gratitude to the CDA 
for the continued partnership. She 
said that the training of ARPOs 
will capacitate them and give 
additional insights and learning to 
effectively conduct training, as well 
as provide excellent service to AR 
cooperatives. 
“We cannot give what we don’t 
have, so today, we thank CDA in 
advance because we will be able 
to give more by undergoing the 
training of our very own people,” 
added Labad. 

It will also greatly improve their 
yield and increase their income,” 
DAR Secretary Bernie F. Cruz said.
The 3 ARBOs from Palawan are 
the Calamian Farmers Agriculture 
Cooperative, Paceco Agrarian 
Reform Cooperative and Parmelee 
Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries 
Cooperative.
DAR MIMAROPA Regional 
Director Atty. Marvin V. Bernal 
said the farm machinery worth 

DAR, CDA sign agreement to boost agrarian 
reform cooperatives in Bicol region

Palawan farmers receive 
farm machines from DAR
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As a fitting tribute to the brave 
“barefoot lawyers in the department”, 
the Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) recently launched a coffee 
table book in Coron, Palawan to 
narrate the innovative delivery of 
agrarian justice, tireless effort of 
pursuing a genuine and passionate 
agrarian legal service in DAR 
MIMAROPA region.
DAR Secretary Bernie Cruz who 
witnessed the launching of the 
coffee table book in the province 
of Palawan congratulated DAR 
MIMAROPA and gave a salute to 
DAR lawyers for the “Lawyers to 
the Benepisyaryo” program, an 

KIDAPAWAN CITY, North 
Cotabato-- The Department of 
Agrarian Reform (DAR) confirmed 
30 farmer-entrepreneur enrollees 
at the recent launching of the Farm 
Business School (FBS) here.
Charish M. Paña, Provincial 
Agrarian Reform Program Officer, 
said that the 30 enrollees were 
sugarcane farmers and members 
of the Onica Agrarian Reform 
Beneficiaries Association.
“I am happy because aside from the 
various projects previously given to 
you, we have another project that 
will teach you how to manage your 
produce and how to develop this 
into business,” Paña said during the 
launching ceremony.
Paña also expressed her hopes 
that all enrollees will take the FBS 
seriously for them to gain more 
knowledge in managing their farms 
that will somehow facilitate the 

Cagayan de Oro City-- Five 
(5) agrarian reform beneficiary 
organizations (ARBOs) from the 
provinces of Misamis Oriental and 
Bukidnon in Northern Mindanao 
recently signed a memorandum of 
agreement (MOA) with Daesang 
Philippines Corporation for the 
cooperatives to have an alternative 
and assured market for their quality 
cassava products.
Daesang Philippines Corporation is 
a South Korean food manufacturing 
company, with a base of operations 
located in Pasig City. It is also 
engaged in the business of cassava 
starch production, with plans to 
build a processing plant inside the 
PHIVIDEC Industrial Estate in 
Tagoloan, Misamis Oriental, with a 
target daily capacity of 500 metric 
tons.
DAR-Northern Mindanao Regional 
Director Zoraida Macadindang 
said the MOA signing was jointly 
hosted by the DAR, Department 
of Agriculture, Department of 
Trade and Industry, and the local 
government unit of Region 10.
“The MOA involves the production 
of cassava by the ARBOs based 
on the specifications required by 
Daesang, who will directly buy 
the cassava from the cooperative,” 
Macadindang said.
Daesang proposes to implement the 
cassava processing project, where its 
business requirements can provide 

initiative where the agency’s lawyers 
personally go to the ARB’s area to 
hear their grievances and problems.
Regional Director Atty. Marvin 
Bernal said the book highlights the 
sacrifices of DAR MIMAROPA 
lawyers and legal officers as they 
bravely conquered and withstand the 
health hazards and threats of COVID 
19 and as they painstakingly traveled 
across all island provinces, to render 
legal counseling, mediation, and 
other alternative modes of conflict 
resolution.
“The agrarian legal assistance is 
entrusted with a responsibility 
that underscores the observance 

and preservation of rights of 
farmer-beneficiaries, agricultural 
lessee’s and other farmworkers in 
a most efficient, non-expensive and 
accessible manner,” Bernal said.
He disclosed that the services of 
the DAR Lawyers could be easily 
accessed by the stakeholders without 
restrictions, and this is true even 
before the pandemic.
“With the imposition of government 
health protocols as a way to prevent 
the spread of COVID 19, agrarian 
justice delivery had slowed down,” 
he said.
Bernal emphasized that with 
the present challenges, DAR 
MIMAROPA continues in its 
mission of carrying out the noble 
responsibility through the adoption 
of the “Lawyer to the Benepisyaryo 
program (LBP), an innovation 
peculiar in the island provinces of the 
region aimed to respond and cater to 
the needs of all stakeholders of the 
agrarian reform program, especially 
the agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs).
He explained that the LBP is an 
innovative legal aid clinic peculiarly 
organized in MIMAROPA Region, 

upgrading and uplifting the status of 
their living.
Ramil Lumawag, FBS point person, 
explained that FBS is a kind of 
learning modality where learning 
takes place at a farm level through 
school set-up in the community.
“With the FBS set-up, farmers will 
be learning the dynamics of farming 
as a business in their own local 

livelihood, production, and income 
opportunities for the cassava farmers 
of Northern Mindanao.
Macadindang said the DAR has 
committed to provide farm inputs, 
tractors, hauling trucks, and other 
equipment, access to financing for 
production, and marketing and 
marketing assistance as support 
services components to the project.
Price as per agreement is at PHP 4.00 
per kilo with the LGU and the DA 
to serve as independent consultants 
who will provide a list of benchmark 
market price references to be used 
during the price negotiations.
The participating ARBOs who 
signed their respective MOAs 
were the Mindulao Agrarian 
Reform Community Cooperative 

environment,” Lumawag said.
He said that the enrollees will 
undergo 25 sessions with a mix 
of theoretical and actual learning 
experiences before they will be 
declared as graduates.
In his commitment speech, Virgilio 
Dorado, Onica ARB Association 
president, vowed to encourage the 
members of their association to 

of Magsaysay, Misamis Oriental, 
the Kabangasan-Mapua-Dahilig 
Agrarian Reform Community 
Cooperative of Balingoan, Misamis 
Oriental, the Sampatulog ARB 
Farmers’ Cooperative of Alubijid, 
Misamis Oriental, the Mantibugao 
ARB Farmers’ Cooperative of 
Manolo Fortich, Bukidnon and 
the BLISS Lingion Multipurpose 
Cooperative of Manolo Fortich, 
Bukidnon.
“We are thankful for the marketing 
agreement with Daesang, as this will 
encourage us, farmers, to engage in 
the planting of more cassava with an 
assured buyer for our products. With 
the collaborative efforts of different 
government agencies in making this 
a reality, we sincerely hope that our 

faithfully attend every session.
“All of us are looking forward to 
this new endeavor. We are excited to 
receive this kind of support service 
from DAR where learning will 
occur right here in our community. 
We would like to assure you that we 
will give our best to complete the 25 
sessions together,” Dorado said.
After the launching of FBS, 
the enrollees will meet every 
Wednesday until the completion 
of the 25 sessions. The series of 
training will be facilitated by trained 
DAR personnel who will take turns 
in handling the different sessions.
The FBS launching ceremony was 
also attended by the city agriculture 
office representative Matthew Julius 
Alcebar, Dar Municipal Agrarian 
Reform Program Officers Mario 
Albete and Felerma Gimenez, and 
other DAR provincial and city 
personnel.

business venture with the company 
will be sustained,” Kabangasan-
Mapua-Dahilig Agrarian Reform 
Community Cooperative of 
Balingoan, Misamis Oriental 
(KMDCC) outgoing chair Erlinda D. 
Cagmat said.
The agreement she said is the first 
step towards a bright future with 
local farmers and consolidators.
“Our tapioca plant will hire local 
talent and purchase local raw 
materials. In addition, we look 
forward to the development of our 
company. We will create a bright 
future by combining our company 
and the community to develop the 
cassava industry together,” he added.

P750,000.00 include two (2) units 
hand tractors with trailers, one (1) 
unit water pump, and one (1) unit 
single pass rice mill.

Provincial Agrarian Reform Program 
Officer Conrado S. Guevarra, 
explained that: “One of the major 
reasons for bringing about the farm 

machinery is to empower the ARBs 
and to bring about a classified 
sustainable farming system, thus, 
an assurance of improved living 
conditions for them.”
Parmelee Agrarian Reform 
Beneficiaries Cooperative Chairman 
Jessamine May Catiil expressed his 
gratitude to the DAR for providing 
the single pass rice mill to the 
cooperative.
“We are so grateful for the single 
pass rice mill. As beneficiaries, 
we will do our part to boost farm 

production and income not just for 
our members but for our community, 
as well,” Catiil said.
The machines were distributed 
under the Climate Resilient Farm 
Productivity Support Project 
(CRFPSP), a DAR program 
which provides farm machines 
to cooperatives to improve farm 
productivity and earning capabilities 
of ARB members in a sustainable 
manner through their organizations.

After more than three decades of 
renting office space, the Department 
of Agrarian Reform (DAR) regional 
and Albay provincial offices in Bicol 
Region will soon have its own office 
building.
DAR Secretary Bernie F. Cruz led 
the groundbreaking ceremony of 
the DAR Regional Office V and 
Albay Provincial Office Building in 
Regional Government Center Site, 
Rawis, Legazpi City on May 2, 
2022.
Cruz believes that with this 
milestone, DAR Regional Office 
will be able to deliver quality and 
timely agrarian services responsive 
to the needs and expectation of its 
clients and stakeholders and increase 
its operational units’ efficiency.
Regional Director Rodrigo Realubit 
said for the longest time since 1989, 
DAR regional office has been renting 
an office space.
 “Part of our budget has to be 
allocated to pay for the rent for the 

regional office to function. We could 
have used this budget to cover other 
more important expenses of the 
regional and provincial office,” he 
said.
Realubit disclosed that the project is 
worth P75-million funded under the 
DAR’s General Appropriations Act 
(GAA) of 2022.
“The building plan is designed with 
a three-story DAR office complex on 
a 4,352 square-meter lot. The ground 
floor is intended as a parking area, 
the second floor for the Regional 

office and the third floor for the 
Albay provincial office,” Realubit 
said.
He added that with the help of 
the Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH), green 
architecture will inspire the 
building’s grand and modern 
design, with a touch and feel of a 
comfortable, pleasant ambiance 
overlooking the picturesque view of 
Mayon Volcano.
Attending the event were DAR 
Undersecretary for Finance Atty. 

Lucius Jun Jun G. Malsi, Assistant 
Secretary for Legal Affairs Maria 
Celestina M. Tam, DPWH Regional 
Director Engr. Virgilio C. Eduarte, 
DAR Bicol Regional Director 
Rodrigo O. Realubit, Assistant 
Regional Director for Operations 
Engr. Romulo A. Britanico, 
Assistant Regional Director for 
Administration Atty. Leo Miguel A. 
Ramos, and other regional office and 
DAR Albay officials and employees.

with an end of promoting an 
inexpensive and expeditious 
extension of legal assistance at 
the very doorstep or nearest to the 
ARBs’ place of abode and have 
no convenient access to the DAR 
offices due to poverty, distance and 
limited health mobility imposed by 
the local government units and Inter-
Agency Task Force.
“Through this LBP, we proudly 
announced that DAR MIMAROPA 
Region has exceeded its targets in 
mediation, benefitting 1,200 farmers 
and ARBs” he ended.

5 cassava farmers’ organizations in Northern Mindanao sign 
deal with South Korean company

New DAR office 
building up 

soon in Bicol 
Region

30 farmer-entrepreneur wannabees enroll in DAR 
Farm Business School

DAR launches coffee table book “Lawyers to the 
Benepisyaryo” in Palawan
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GENERAL SANTOS CITY - The 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
in Sarangani and General Santos 
City has produced its first 520 
computerized titles (C-Titles) under 
the Support to Parcelization of 
Lands for Individual Titling (SPLIT) 
Project.
Cenon S. Original, Provincial 
Agrarian Reform Program Officer 
explained that “while the collective 
certificates of land ownership award 
(CCLOA) issued to the agrarian 
reform beneficiaries (ARBs) before 
had provided them rights to till their 
own lands, the individualization 
procedure under the SPLIT Project 
which culminates into the issuance 
of C-Titles, will give them strong 
individual ownership of their lands 
based on the actual area they are 
tilling.”
“With their individual titles, each 

TALISAY, Batangas — Department 
of Agrarian Reform (DAR) 
Secretary Bernie Cruz led the DAR 
community in giving recognition 
to 95 employees of the agency who 
passed the 2021 Bar examinations.
Cruz extended his congratulations 
and gratitude to the new lawyers. 
Some are permanent employees, and 
others are on a contract of service.
“Congratulations to all those who 
passed the Bar examinations. The 
more lawyers we have, the better it 
will be for our stakeholders,” Cruz 
said.
He reminded the new lawyers that 
the DAR not only believe in their 
potential but also in their knowledge, 
skills, and the right attitude as public 
servants.
“Remember that each one of you has 
a role to play, a job to do. I expect 
that with this milestone in your 
career, you will continue to give 
your best in helping our farmers 
uplift their living conditions. Initiate 
and spearhead good ideas that will 
benefit the system where we do our 
work,” Cruz said.
Of the 95 bar passers, 9 are 
employed in the DAR Central Office 

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in Bicol region distributed, 
on Monday, May 2, 2022, its first 
computerized individual land 
titles (c-titles) to agrarian reform 
beneficiaries (ARBs) who were 
previously awarded with lands 
under collective certificates of land 
ownership award (CCLOAs).
DAR Secretary Bernie F. Cruz 
led the distribution of 525 c-titles, 
covering 965.2426 hectares of 
agricultural lands, to 522 ARBs to 

strengthen their land tenure security 
and property rights to their lands.
“This is the legal proof and the 
security of your individual land rights. 
We expect that this will encourage 
you to invest in your property and 
adopt better technologies for greater 
productivity and higher incomes,” 
Cruz said.
DAR Bicol Regional Director 
Rodrigo Realubit said this is the 
first set of c-titles distributed in the 
region.

TALISAY, Batangas- The 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) is currently conducting a 
four-day strategic planning for legal 
processes, legal templates, and 
finalizing resolution of cases for the 
agency’s Support to Parcelization of 
Lands for Individual Titling (SPLIT) 
Project.
The project, which is one of the 
DAR’s major ventures being 
implemented nationwide, aims to 
improve the security of tenure and 
strengthen the property rights of 1.1 
million agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) through the subdivision 
of certificates of land ownership 
awards (CLOAs) previously issued 
collectively by the agency.
National Project Director for SPLIT 
Rene Colocar, said the activity 
focuses on crafting and updating 
legal processes, forms, and templates 
needed to speed up the resolution of 
cases and generate individual titles 
for ARBs.
“We also want to identify and define 
the various challenges our legal 
teams will face to prepare them in 
crafting the needed intervention 
and the necessary steps in resolving 
them,” Colocar said.
According to Colocar, of the 1.6 
million hectares target for individual 
titling, project SPLIT has already 
validated 36,000 hectares of land 
and is now ready for parcellation.
“We barely scratched the surface. 
We still have a long way to go before 
we finish in 2024, that’s why we 
are contemplating on extending the 
project for three to five more years,” 
Colocar said.
Early this year, the DAR has 

started distributing individual titles 
parceled from collective CLOAs in 
Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao.
DAR Bureau of Agrarian Legal 
Assistance and Concurrent Deputy 
National Director for ESS, Legal 
and Grievance Redress Mechanism, 
Atty. Marjorie P. Ayson said the 
Central Office legal team has 
completed cascading the updated and 
revised guidelines and procedures 
on parceling landholdings with 
collective CLOAs to all SPLIT legal 
officers and implementers through 
the help of DAR Assistant Secretary 
Jim Coleto, as the regional speaker.
“This planning activity will address 
the challenges we face, and this will 
equip our legal officers and personnel 
with appropriate strategies that will 
make the project implementation 
efficient. This would also ensure 
that agrarian legal justice will be 
well-delivered,” Ayson said.

farmer has now the full control 
of making his land productive,” 
Original said.
“From the collective CLOA 
registered under Vineyard Agrarian 
Reform Beneficiaries Cooperative 
(VARBC) covering 478 hectares in 
Brgy. San Jose, General Santos City, 

in Quezon City; 1 each in Regions 
IX and Caraga; 2 each in Regions 
II, XII, and IV-A; 3 in Region IV-
B; 8 in Region III; 17 in Region V; 
9 in Region VI; 7 in Region VII; 6 
in Region VIII; 9 in Region X; 16 in 
Region XI; and 3 in the Cordillera 
Autonomous Region (CAR).
Undersecretary for legal affairs 
Luis Meinrado Pañgulayan shared 
his optimism for the successful 
Bar examinees during the DAR’s 

a total of 292 ARBs will soon receive 
their C-Titles during the ceremonial 
awarding in the weeks to come,” 
Original added.
Original recognized the collaborative 
effort of the SPLIT provincial 
project management office and 
technical working group members, 

strategic planning for legal 
processes, legal templates, and 
finalizing resolution of cases for the 
agency’s Support to Parcelization of 
Lands for Individual Titling (SPLIT) 
Project held here on May 5.
“This bodes well for DAR’s 
continuing program to strengthen 
its legal arsenal,” Pañgulayan said, 
noting that many of the new lawyers 
were law school graduates and 
works as legal officers for the SPLIT 

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in the province of Sarangani 
in partnership with the Department 
of Trade and Industry (DTI) recently 
concluded a hands-on training on 

The SPLIT Project is implemented 
by DAR in partnership with the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources, the Land 
Registration Authority, Registry of 
Deeds, Land Bank of the Philippines, 

National Commission on Indigenous 
Peoples and the Department of 
Interior and Local Government.
The four-day strategic planning 
started on Tuesday, May 3, and will 
run until May 6 in Talisay, Batangas. 

the field validation teams, and the 
management, and challenged them to 
give the best they can to contribute 
in fast-tracking the parcelization of 
collective CLOAs.
The computerized titles generated 
in this city were made possible in 
partnership with the Registry of 
Deeds.
The project which started in October 
2020, will end in 2024. The DAR is 
the lead agency in implementing the 
World Bank-funded SPLIT Project in 
partnership with the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR), Land Registration 
Authority (LRA), Registry of Deeds 
(ROD), Land Bank of the Philippines 
(LBP), National Commission on 
Indigenous Peoples (NCIP), and the 
Department of Interior and Local 
Government (DILG).

project of the agency.
“Do not forget that most of our 
clients are farmers. To understand 
them and their situation, always put 
yourselves in their shoes. Be kind, 
understanding, and most of all, be 
fair,” Pañgulayan advised the new 
lawyers.
The digitized Bar exam was held 
for two days on February 4 and 6 in 
different venues. 

“We have gone through the tedious 
process of validating the lands and 
resolving various land issues and 
disputes among the farmers. We 
ensure a fair and just issuance of 
new, individual, and computerized 
land titles to these ARBs,” he said.
The DAR officials and personnel, 
with recipients of the c-titles from 
different provinces of Bicol region.
The distributed lands are from the 
provinces of Albay with 66.16 
hectares; Camarines Norte, 243.89 

has.; Camarines Sur A, 129.59 
has.; Camarines Sur B, 113.88 has.; 
Masbate, 220.31 has.; and Sorsogon, 
191.38 has.
“We have been waiting for a long 
time for this day to happen, to have 
a clear and defined ownership of the 
parcels of land we are tilling,” said 
Rogelio Sabas, 66 years old, an ARB 
from Bariis, Legazpi City.
The c-titles were distributed through 
the Support to Parcelization of 
Lands for Individual Titling (SPLIT) 
Project, a process of individually 
subdividing and determining the 
exact metes and bounds of the areas 
covered under the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program (CARP), 
involving awarded lots to ARBs 
under CCLOA.
Sorsogon province was the 1st to 
generate c-titles, the 1st ARBs who 
were able to pay tax, and the 1st-full 
group of ARBs who were able to pay 
full land amortization to the Land 
Bank of the Philippines (LBP).

cacao tableya production for farmers 
in Barangay Baliton, in the town 
of Glan to help improve the cocoa 
production in this province.
Twenty (20) members of the 

Barangay Agrarian Reform Council 
and Farmers Association (BARCFA) 
were trained in the correct and latest 
practice on cacao tableya production 
and management.
BARCFA Vice-President Rodrigo 
Escoba said this training would help 
them produce more cacao tableya 
for their additional income.
“The cacao tableya will be a 
profitable value addition to our 
livelihood. I am hopeful that more 
of the members will be encouraged 
to produce and market their cacao 
tableya until it is become known in 
the province,” Escoba said
Escoba added that with DAR’s 

continued support in uplifting their 
economic lives, their cocoa tableya 
production is sure to become a 
success in the near future.
The DAR through Agrarian 
Production Credit Program granted 
BARCFA a P24-million loan in 
2017, which they used as capital for 
their cacao production.

DAR crafts strategic legal processes for 
project SPLIT

DAR distributes 525 computerized titles (c-titles) in Bicol Region DAR Sarangani and GenSan produce its 
first 520 c-titles under project SPLIT

DAR, DTI to boost cacao production in Sarangani

DAR commends 95 workers who passed 2021 bar exams
MAY 5

MAY 6



76

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in Northern Mindanao 
recently broke ground on two (2) 
project sites in the municipalities 
of Magsaysay and Kolambugan in 
Lanao del Norte to build houses for 
the agrarian reform beneficiaries 

A thousand becomes a million… a 
small idea becomes a big dream to 
advance in life through cooperative 
ways.
While sitting at the table and 
approving loan applications of 
its members, Manager Maryjane 
Magamayo talked about their 
organization, the Ugoban 
Multipurpose Cooperative (UMPC).
“Managing a coop is a big 
challenge, various problems can be 
experienced. Through hard work, 
continuous work of its officers and 
the cooperation of each member, 
UMPC achieved its success,” an 
introductory statement made by 
Magamayo.
UMPC is a primary agrarian reform 
beneficiary organization (ARBO) 
in Tagbina, Surigao del Sur, whose 
central business is the consumer 
store and the microfinance lending.
The UMPC’s consumer store started 
with a small capital of Php1,500.00 
built by its fifteen (15) members. 
They have managed it well and 
currently it has grown to over 
Php1.4 million and has reached 
500,000 pesos’ average profit a year. 

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in Negros Occidental has 
strengthened its campaign against 
hunger and poverty with the signing 
of a memorandum of understanding 
with the local government of 
Kabankalan for the Enhanced 
Partnership Against Hunger and 
Poverty (EPAHP) program.
DAR Western Visayas Assistant 
Regional Director Lucrecia Taberna 
said, under the EPAHP, the agency 
will help the members of agrarian 
reform beneficiaries organizations 
(ARBOs), particularly the members 
of Sitio Flora Agrarian Reform 
Cooperative (SFARC) in Barangay 

(ARBs) under the Building, 
Adequate, Livable, Affordable, and 
Inclusive Filipino Communities 
(BALAI) project, a joint undertaking 
of the DAR with the Department 
of Human Settlements and Urban 
Development (DHSUD).

“Ugoban Multi-purpose Cooperative 
(UMPC) was organized by the 
Philippine Paper Industry Corporation 
of the Philippines (PICOP) in 
1990 within their Community 
Development Organization Program. 
In 2004, due to the formation of an 
agrarian reform community in the 
municipality of Tagbina province 
of Surigao del Sur, UMPC became 
one of the cooperatives assisted by 
the Department of Agrarian Reform.  
Poverty, no accessibility to the 
market and expensive prices of basic 
needs were the reasons that motivated 
us to venture in consumer store and 
microfinance lending business”, 
Manager Magamayo recalled.
Microfinance was introduced by 
DAR in 2016. It started when 
UMPC officers attended the 
training on microfinance conducted 
by the DAR through Agrarian 
Reform Beneficiaries Development 
Sustainability Program (ARBDSP) 
program under the Enterprise 
Development & Economic Support 
(EDES).
Lending money to UMPC members 
has made it possible for them not 
to go to banks anymore to get loans 

Hilamonan, to link their products in 
different markets.
“The Covid 19 pandemic and 
Typhoon Odette had devastated our 
farmer-beneficiaries that even up 
to this day, they are still recovering 
and the agency has been exploring 

TACLOBAN CITY – A farmer 
organization based in Marabut, 
Samar thanked the Department 
of Agrarian Reform (DAR) for 
introducing them to institutional 
buyers as steady markets for their 
products.
Hipolito Maligmat, Chairman of 
the Hilaba Farmers Association 
(HFA), was so happy to tie up with 
the Bureau of Jail Management and 
Penology (BJMP), specifically the 
Tacloban City Jail Male Dorm, as a 
sure market for their fresh eggs.
Earlier this month, Maligmat and 
Jail Chief Inspector Bernardino 
Edgar Camus signed a marketing 
agreement where HFA will be the 
jail’s supplier of fresh eggs for the 
consumption of persons deprived of 
liberty (PDLs).
Maligmat and Camus agreed that 
HFA will deliver no less than 24 

trays of fresh eggs every month to the 
said facility and will be paid based on 
the prevailing market price.
According to Maligmat, “aside 
from fresh eggs, our organization 
has a sufficient supply of other farm 
commodities, the most popular of 
which is lettuce.”

Camus commented, “we hope this 
will continue so we can help the 
farmers, while for the Bureau, we 
can buy cheaper and nutritious food 
for our PDLs.”
The tie-up between DAR, BJMP, and 
the cooperative was facilitated by 
Salfie Macalde and James Albia of 

DAR Samar Provincial Office under 
the Enhanced Partnership Against 
Hunger and Poverty (EPAHP) 
program.
Hilaba Farmers Association is one 
of the agrarian reform beneficiaries’ 
organizations assisted by DAR 
and connects them to institutional 
markets, like government hospitals 
and military camps, to forge 
marketing agreements in support of 
ARBO products.
The signing was held at the Tacloban 
City Jail Male Dorm. It was 
witnessed by Melecia Ong, Chief of 
the Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries 
Development Sustainability 
Program (ARBDSP) Division of 
the DAR Regional office 8, and 
SJO3 Ferdinand Ordovez, Chief 
Operations Officer of the Tacloban 
City Jail Male Dorm.

Northern Mindanao Regional 
Director Zoraida Macadindang 
thanked the local government 
units (LGUs) for supporting the 
project by providing the location 
to construct the housing project 
and congratulated the participating 
agrarian reform beneficiaries 
organizations (ARBOs).
“Finally, this ground-breaking marks 
the commencement of building 
the housing project for our ARBs,” 
Macadindang said.
She disclosed that the housing 
project in Magsaysay is set to be 
built on a 24,324-square-meter land 
located and donated by the LGU of 
Barangay Lumbac and targeted to 
be provided to 144 ARBs of Daan 
Campo Farmers’ Multipurpose 
Cooperative (DCFMPC).
The housing project in Kolambugan, 
on the other hand, is set to be built on 
a 25,000-square-meter land located 
and donated by the LGU of Barangay 
Kulasihan and is intended for the 152 
ARBs of the Santo Niño–Sucodan 
Agrarian Reform Community Credit 

for their farming and other needs. 
Most importantly, members earn a 
patronage refund compared to other 
lending institutions.
As of December 2021, 145 members 
have already availed of its loan 
services amounting to almost P5-
million.
“To increase the business and 
income of our coop, and help 
our fellow farmers, we started 
informal microfinance lending. The 
DAR conducted free training on 
microfinance lending so we could 
make the business run properly. 
They introduced to us the correct 
system on how to operate this kind of 
business. From then on, it has grown 
from a small capital investment 
of Php180,000.00 to P6.2 million 
within (5) five years. Until now, our 
coop has successfully sustained the 
microfinance lending business,” said 
Magamayo.
UMPC is a group of 302 agrarian 
reform beneficiaries and farmers of 
rice, corn, and coffee, and so far, the 
co-op has addressed the problem of 
their members to have a capital for 
farm production at a lower interest 
rate.

all possible alternatives to provide 
immediate assistance to our 
ARBOs,” Taberna said.
She disclosed that EPAHP project 
is one of the programs which has 
been so responsive to the needs of 
the farmer-beneficiaries particularly 

Cooperative (SSARCC).
“Each ARB is set to be awarded 
a 75-square-meter house-and-lot. 
The total project area in each site 
includes the 1,500 square meters 
of community facilities and 4,208 
square meters of housing utilities 
in Magsaysay and 3,615 square 
meters of housing utilities in 
Kolambungan,” she said.
Macadindang said that DAR will 
continually monitor the progress 
of the project and has committed 
to provide support services 
and livelihood projects to the 
beneficiaries.
Lanao del Norte Governor Imelda 
Dimaporo thanked DAR for 
providing the dream project of the 
farmers who will eventually live in 
it.
“They are not expecting that their 
dream, of not only owning an 
agricultural land but also of a decent 
house, would be fulfilled with this 
kind of housing program from the 
DAR,” Dimaporo said.

UMPC has come a long way. They 
have continually responded to the 
needs of the community. Even 
if the cooperative is in a remote 
area, it is no longer difficult to buy 
daily requirements because of their 
consumer store. Access to credit of 
its members is no longer a problem 
anymore.
Some of the things that have 
contributed to the stability and 
the cooperative are the strict 
implementation of their policies 
especially in the collection of 
members’ fees, improvements in 
systematizing financial and non-
financial records, continuous training 
for its hardworking officers and most 
importantly, the cooperation and 
support of all members to comply 
with all policies of their organization.
“Various projects and training 
conducted by DAR have added to 
the maturity and stability of our 
cooperative. Today, even though 
the pandemic continues, we have 
survived with the assistance of 
the government through DAR. 
We feel the government, and this 
is the government we believe in,” 
Mangayo proudly said.

during those catastrophes.
Provincial Agrarian Reform 
Program Officer II Arnulfo Figueroa 
said the essential goal of the EPAHP 
is to strategically reduce hunger and 
improve nutritional status of targeted 
beneficiaries.
“The program also aims to help our 
beneficiaries increase their income 
through Support to Agro-Enterprise 
Development and other related 
livelihood programs to improve 
their production technology and 
facilities,” Figueroa said.

Under the said agreement, DAR and 
Kabankalan LGU agreed to provide 
Php 340, 000.00 worth of hard and 
soft components of the project.
These include Php 240,000.00 
worth of support facilities and 

equipment such as swine housing 
with biogas digester, 1000 liter 
overhead polyethylene tank, vermin 
housing and 1.0 HP electric motor 
pump from deep well to tank.
Meanwhile, Php 100,000.00 will be 

allocated by the DAR for business 
development services such as 
conduct of project technology-
related training and purchase of 
office supplies.
Kabankalan Municipal Mayor Pedro 
Zayco committed to contribute 
Php75, 000.00 as the city’s 
counterpart to be allocated for labor 
expenses.
“I would like to express my gratitude 
to DAR for choosing SFARC to 
become the EPAHP-recipient. As 
one of the local chief executives who 
believes in agriculture as a gateway 
to progress, the local government of 

Kabankalan has identified several 
support services for our farmers,” 
Zayco said.
Zayco vowed to provide free 
seedlings and to allocate more funds 
for the purchase of fertilizers.
Chairperson of SFARC  Francisco 
De Guzman expressed his gratitude 
to the agency saying that without the 
DAR, the farmers could not hurdle 
the challenges.
“We are here, reaping the fruits of 
our soil, because of the programs 
and bundles of support services from 
the DAR. We are very lucky,” De 
Guzman said.

Everything big starts small, Surigao del Sur’s 
cooperative story
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BJMP, Samar farmers sign marketing agreement

DAR breaks ground for two housing sites for Lanao del Norte ARBs
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LOPE DE VEGA, Northern Samar- 
The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) has opened a new door of 
opportunities to the farmer-members 
of the Samahan ng Kababaihan sa 
Barangay (SAMAKABA) when it 
constructed a processing center here.
DAR Regional Director Robert 
Anthony Yu led the turnover of 
the turmeric processing center in 
Barangay Bonifacio which aside 
from products made from turmeric 
the SAMAKABA also sells taro 
chips and pickled papaya.
Yu emphasized that the project 
would increase the community’s 
income.
“This is one of the support services 
of DAR, and we are not only 
concerned with the production of 
goods but also with the value added 
to the products. Through processing 
and packaging, we can sell these 
products at reasonable prices and 
increase our profit in return,” Yu 
added.
He also explained the department’s 
assistance by organizing the 
community, establishing linkages 
to different agencies, packaging, 
and marketing the products to reach 
more consumers.
Chief Agrarian Reform Officer 
Melecia Ong said that the processing 
center needs to undergo the Food and 
Drug and the Land Transportation 
Office (FDA-LTO) registration 

process to ensure that products will 
reach more markets.
“For now, since the facility still 
needs furnishing and additional 
equipment, the members should 
prioritize cultivating raw materials. 
So that once the processing center is 
fully operational, there will be more 
orders and purchases to make,” Ong 
said.
SAMAKABA President Marivic 
Sardinia extended her gratitude to 
the DAR and partner agencies for 
their assistance. She cited the humble 
beginning of the organization when 
they started by collecting recycled 
materials back then, and now have 
established a profitable business 
with the help of the partner agencies.
“We are grateful to the partner 
agencies for all their help, without 
which, we would not be able to 
have this facility. We will always 
need your assistance to achieve 
our goals in the organization. This 
facility will not go to waste because 
we will ensure the proper use of this 
project,” Sardinia added.
The SAMAKABA is a recipient 
of the Village Level Farm-focused 
Enterprise Development (VLFED) 
project that aims to enhance the 
products of the agrarian reform 
beneficiaries (ARBs) using 
appropriate facilities and equipment 
applicable to the agri-business 
enterprise of the ARBs.

CAGAYAN VALLEY - The 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) has brought economic 
opportunities to agrarian reform 
beneficiaries (ARBs) in the town 
of Lal-lo through the distribution of 
560 hectares of agricultural lands, 
and a P33.3-million worth of bridge 
in the town of Allacapan on May 11.
DAR Secretary Bernie Cruz said the 
distributed lands would benefit 546 
ARBs from the municipalities of 
Solana, Lal-lo, and Baggao.
Cruz, who led the ceremonial 
distribution of the certificates of 
land ownership award (CLOAs) 
in Lal-lo, said farmer-beneficiaries 

Ilocos Norte - The Department 
of Agrarian Reform (DAR), in 
partnership with the Department 
of Education (DepEd), Philippine 
Carabao Center (PCC), and 
the Camguidan Multi-Purpose 
Cooperative (CMPC) recently 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) to ensure 
a continuous supply of fresh milk 
and nutritious food products for 
the School-Based Feeding Program 
(SBFP) in the City of Batac.
DAR Provincial Agrarian Reform 
Program Officer II Vic M. Ines 
and DepEd School Division 
Superintendent of the City of Batac 
Dr. Joel Lopez led the signing 
of an MOU under the Enhanced 

Maasim, Sarangani – As a step 
closer to the realization of creating 
Sarangani province’s 19th agrarian 
reform community (ARC), the 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in this province recently 
held a series of consultations in 
barangays Kanalo, Pananag, and 
Lumasal in the town of Maasim 
to improve the economic lives 
of around 1,100 agrarian reform 
beneficiaries (ARBs) and other 
small farmers.
Agrarian Reform Program Officer 
II Penie Louie Panuncillo said the 
Barangay Workshop Consultations 
(BWC) would eventually create the 
KALUPA ARC, which stands for 
the barangays of Kanalo, Lumasal 
and Pananag.
The development of KALUPA 
ARC aims to make sustainable rural 
development through the provision 

deserved to get all the help that 
they need since they have played 
important roles in saving the 
community, especially during this 
Covid-19 pandemic.
“We owe a lot to our farmers. With 
all the challenges they faced during 
the pandemic, they have provided 
food for the country, and they are still 
doing that up to now,” Cruz said.
Cruz said that of the 560 hectares 
distributed, 132 hectares were 
implemented under the agency’s land 
acquisition and distribution (LAD), 
404 hectares under the President’s 
Executive Order No. 75, and 23 
hectares under the DAR’s Support to 

Partnership Against Hunger and 
Poverty (EPAHP) program.
Ines acknowledged the major role 
of the DepEd in the fight against 
hunger and in keeping Filipino 
learners healthy by providing them 
nutritious food for them to have 
more opportunities to become better 
citizens and at the same time helping 
the farmers maintain a steady market 
for their produce.
“Under the agreement, the CMPC 
will continuously supply fresh milk 
and nutritious food products to 
DepEd as food requirements for their 
supplemental feeding program,” he 
said.
Ines stressed that the program has a 
two-pronged approach which is to 

of various support services accessible 
to the ARBs.
“We need to hear their needs, as 
well as their issues and concerns, 
to include in our proposed ARC 
development plan, where we would 
be able to recommend improvements 
in their livelihood and resolve 
development gaps,” he said.
Panuncillo added that the BWC, 
which is conducted by the ARC-
Technical Working Group, is a 
crucial step involving all sectoral 
representatives of each concerned 
barangay.
An ARC is a barangay or a cluster 
of contiguous barangays with a 
critical mass of farmers or farm 
workers where the main thrust of 
agrarian development - land tenure 
improvement and effective delivery 
of support services - is being 
implemented.

Parcelization of Lands for Individual 
Titling (SPLIT) Project.
Cruz said that the 404 hectares 
under E.O. 75 are government-
owned lands (GOLs). The Secretary 
explained that the distribution of 
GOLs was made possible with 
President Rodrigo Duterte’s signing 
into law of Executive Order (EO) 
No. 75, Series of 2019, on February 
1, 2019, which prompted the DAR 
to quickly facilitate the process of 
subjecting the said lands under the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program (CARP).
“Acting upon the executive order 
of President Duterte, we were 
able to identify the Cagayan State 
University, a government-owned 
land, that is suitable for agriculture 
for distribution to qualified 
beneficiaries in the municipality Lal-
lo,” Cruz said
The DAR also distributed one 
hectare of land each to 30 agricultural 
graduates to encourage other youth 
to take up farming.
“We are also proud to award today 
30 hectares to 30 agricultural 
graduates, most of them graduated 
from the Cagayan State University, 

link sustainable institutional markets 
to support the agrarian reform 
beneficiary organizations (ARBOs) 
and its agrarian reform beneficiary 
(ARB) members and at the same 
time provide nutritious food to the 
youth.
“We all understand how important 
the SBFP and its counterpart house-
to-house feeding program to attain 
zero hunger,” he said.
He disclosed that on the part of 
DepEd, they commit to support the 
local ARBOs in terms of buying 
their agricultural crops and other 
commodities for its SBFP, and on 
the part of the DAR, it will assist, 
provide technical support, and link 
the ARBOs to the DepEd as its 

to encourage young people to engage 
in farming. We hope that through 
this, the country’s food security will 
be achieved” Cruz said.
The DAR also issued CLOAs to 35 
ARBs from a landholding located 
in Baggao. The land titles covering 
a combined area of 23 hectares 
of agricultural land were taken 
from collective CLOAs that were 
subdivided recently by DAR under 
the Project SPLIT.
Also turned over was a metallic 
bridge worth P33.3 million located 
in Barangay Pacpac in Allacapan 
town.
DAR Regional Director Samuel 
Solomero said the bridge would help 
some 2,000 residents, 352 of which 
are ARBs.
“With this bridge, our farmers can 
now easily transport their agricultural 
products from various markets and 
trading centers,” Solomero said.
The bridge is implemented 
under “Tulay ng Pangulo para sa 
Kaunlarang Pang-Agraryo,” a joint 
project of the DAR, Department of 
Public Works and Highways, and the 
Provincial Local Government Unit 
of Allacapan.

institutional market in support to the 
implementation of SBFP under the 
EPAHP program,” he said.
The DAR-assisted ARBO of 
Camguidan MPC, aside from 
farming, runs a milky bun processing 
center in partnership with the PCC.

DAR empowers Cagayan Valley farmers through 560 has. lands and 
P33.3M bridge

DAR builds processing center for women 
farmers of Northern Samar

DAR-Sarangani to develop its 19th agrarian 
reform community

DAR, DepEd in Ilocos Norte tie-up to keep Filipino 
learners healthy and promote farmers’ products
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The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) and the local government 
unit (LGU) of Bago City in Negros 
Occidental have initiated a move 
to fight hunger with the signing of 
a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) to enable the construction of 
irrigation facilities to help farmer-
members of an agrarian reform 
beneficiary organization (ARBO) 
engaged in vegetable production 
increase their yield.
DAR-Western Visayas Assistant 
Regional Director Lucrecia S. 
Taberna said the agreement is 
being implemented under the 
government’s Enhanced Partnership 
Against Hunger and Poverty 
(EPAHP) program.
Taberna said that under the 
agreement, the DAR would provide 
a total project cost of three hundred 
forty thousand pesos (P340,000.00) 
for the construction of the 2.5 m x 
2.5m x 2.5 m water concrete tank.
Of the total amount, two hundred 
forty thousand pesos (P240,000.00) 
are intended for the pipelines and 
fitting materials and one hundred 
thousand pesos (P100,000,000.00) 
for travel expenses, office supplies, 
and other technology-related and 
training expenses.
“The local government unit of Bago 
City, Negros Occidental would 

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) recently held a three-day 
symposium in General Santos City 
to recommend to the agency’s 
concerned officials the Halal 
food industry as new livelihood 
opportunities for the agrarian reform 
beneficiaries (ARBs).
Halal foods are meals that can be 
consumed by Muslims according 
to their customs and follow the 
observance of Islamic law.
DAR-Mindanao Affairs and 
Rural Development Office 
Undersecretary Ranibai Dilangalen 
said the consultation and conference 
workshop on Halal global business 
opportunities and integrated farming, 

would broaden the business scope 
of farmer organizations to include 
Halal food processing practices and 
open opportunities for the agrarian 
reform beneficiaries organizations 
(ARBOs) in this competitive era of 
farming.
“There is a high demand for the 
Halal industry, not just in our 
country but also abroad, and it is our 
duty to introduce new possibilities 
to our farmers in addition to the 
opportunities that are offered from 
recent global developments in the 
market,” said Dilangalen.
She added that she initiated this 
activity as the DAR’s way of 
introducing to the participants what 

this multi-million industry can do to 
improve the lives of the ARBs.
Meanwhile, DAR Soccsksargen 
Director  Mariannie Lauban-
Baunto, said the event came at 
an opportune time as it coincides 
with the pace of an ongoing global 
economic recovery.
“At a broader level, this is relevant 
in addressing growing concerns of 
beneficiaries on sustainability and 
climate change in farm production,” 
she said.
Baunto said that the DAR’s support 
services sector provides livelihood 
projects and facilities that are 
geared towards higher income of 

the farmers.
“This event is a very good avenue 
in orienting the participants what 
other programs are able to help 
in alleviating poverty of farmer-
recipients and maintaining the 
sustainability of the land, always 
geared towards the promise of hope 
and a better future for generations to 
come,” Baunto noted.
Participants to the conference 
include DAR Undersecretary 
for Special Concerns Carim 
Panumpang, as well some regional 
directors and selected assistant 
regional directors and their 
representatives.

Banga, South Cotabato - The 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) provincial office of 
South Cotabato recently turned 
over a Php 300,000.00 worth of 
utility vehicle to Banga Agrarian 
Reform Community Cooperative 
(BARCCO).
The utility vehicle would be used 
by BARCCO, located in Barangay 
Malaya, for the delivery of their 
agricultural goods to the selected 
towns of South Cotabato and Sultan 
Kudarat provinces.
Chief Agrarian Reform Program 
Officer Lorna Garde said the vehicle 
was procured under the Enhanced 
Partnership Against Hunger and 
Poverty Program (EPAHPP), which 
was implemented by the department 
and other government agencies to 
help mitigate hunger and ensure 
food and nutrition security.
“Under EPAHPP, BARCCO signed 

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) and the National Irrigation 
Administration (NIA) recently 
conducted a joint site validation 
and briefing for the construction of 
a Solar Powered Irrigation System 
(SPIS) to determine the elevation of 
the site and the number of agrarian 
reform beneficiaries (ARBs) that 
will benefit the proposed 2023 
irrigation projects in Cavite.
The validation and briefing was 
conducted by the DAR and NIA to the 
representatives of  Cavite agrarian 
reform beneficiary organizations 
(ARBOs), which include the Batas-
Dao Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries 
Association, Inc. in Batas-Dao, 
General Aguinaldo and Calumpang 
Cerca Farmers Association, Inc. in 
Calumpang Cerca, Indang.
Provincial Agrarian Reform 

Diliman, Quezon City - The 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU), on Monday, 
May 16, 2022, with AgriNurture, 
Inc. (ANI) to boost the livelihood 
of agrarian reform beneficiaries 
organizations (ARBOs) through 
digital marketing and enhance their 
management capabilities.

a marketing agreement with the 
National Nutrition Council Region 
XII to support the Tutok Kainan 
Dietary Supplementation Program 
on which the cooperative will 
deliver dry goods, vegetables, and 
other meat products to its assigned 
municipalities,” Garde said.
Tutok Kainan aims to prevent 
stunting by giving nutritious food 
commodities to nutritionally at-risk 
pregnant women and children 6-23 
months old.
“Take good care of the unit and please 
ensure that this will serve its purpose 
of improving your livelihood,” Garde 
said.
BARCCO Chairman Sandro Simora 
expressed his heartfelt gratitude 
for the unending support from the 
DAR as he ensured to keep the 
sustainability and functionality of the 
vehicle.

Program Officer II James Arthur 
T. Dubongco said the proposed 
SPIS, worth P8 million, will benefit 
residents, who are mostly ARBs in 
the area and are expected to boost 
their agricultural yield and income.
“Twelve to fifteen hectares of the 
proposed site can be irrigated by 
the SPIS, which is currently the 
most appropriate modern farming 
technique needed in the area,” he 
said.
Dubongco expressed his hope that 
through the SPIS, the ARBs will be 
inspired to make the lands awarded 
by the DAR become more productive.
He said the SPIS project is part of a 
whole-of-government approach as a 
continuing effort of the DAR to help 
and support the ARBs to increase 
their yield and income and uplift the 
lives of ARBO members.

ANI, a private company engaged in 
importing and trading high-value 
crops, will serve as the institutional 
buyer of ARBO’s agricultural 
products. The company would also 
provide an innovative digital facility 
to help ARBOs promote and market 
their agricultural products using 
internet technology.
DAR Secretary Bernie Cruz said 

this partnership would greatly 
help agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) because it is value-added 
agriculture where they are given 
the opportunity to increase the 
economic value of their agricultural 
yields.
“These past years, through the 
DAR’s effort, our ARBs become the 
suppliers of the food requirements 
of various government agencies. At 
this juncture, ANI will become the 
first private sector that stands as the 
institutional buyer of our farmers,” 
Cruz said.
Cruz believed that this milestone 
would bring more private entities to 
provide more opportunities to ARBs 
for a wider and larger market for 
their agricultural products.
Under the MoU, the ARBOs of 
Regions III and CALABARZON 
are the initial beneficiaries of this 
partnership.
They would be provided with 
an innovative digital facility 

customized for the agricultural 
sector to make it easy for farmers 
to adapt to the planned digital 
transformation of the agricultural 
industry.
ANI President Antonio Tiu said they 
are honored to give the farmers an 
opportunity to level up their output, 
especially their high-value products 
such as fresh vegetables and fruits.
“Together with DAR, we would also 
assist the ARBOs in coming up with 
a farm plan and management based 
on market requirements,” Tiu said.
Meanwhile, Support Services Office 
Undersecretary Emily Padilla said 
this partnership would help the 
ARBOs to grow more and encourage 
them to become more productive.
“The e-commerce that would be 
offered to our ARBOs would help 
them connect easily with various 
merchants and ensure a market 
for their harvests through the 
institutional buyers and consumers,” 
she said.

provide labor manpower with an 
estimated amount of fifty thousand 
pesos (P50,000.00) as their project 
counterpart,” she said.
Taberna said that Paghida-et Farm 
Workers Association (PAFWA), 
the direct beneficiary of the project, 
continually provides services to its 
members, through various social-
economic activities and expands its 
services to include the provision of 
livelihood project facilities.
“The project is a big opportunity for 
the PAFWA for their development 
and this would be a challenge to 
them to increase its membership to 
make it a cooperative,” she said.
Provincial Agrarian Reform 
Program Officer II Engineer Arnulfo 
T. Figueroa also encouraged 
the association to expand their 
membership.
“DAR will assist and empower 
the agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) and their ARBOs to increase 
their production and engagement in 
agri-based and related enterprises,” 
he said.
Figueroa noted that the project is 
being implemented to support the 
ARBs so that they can provide a 
continuous supply of vegetables to 
BJMP and motivate them to enhance 
their agricultural production.

DAR, LGU to construct irrigation 
facilities in Negros Occidental

DAR turns over utility vehicle 
to farmer’s organization in 

South Cotabato

DAR, ANI use e-commerce to 
boost farmers’ livelihood

DAR, NIA in Cavite conducts site 
validation and briefing to construct 

solar-powered irrigation system

DAR to introduce Halal food industry as new 
opportunities for agrarian reform beneficiaries
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MAUBAN, Quezon Province-- The 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) visited the agrarian reform 
beneficiaries (ARBs) of Barangay 
Rosario and San Jose here, to pacify 
the farmers and strengthen their 
resolve in fighting for their right to 
stay in their farmlands.
DAR Assistant Secretary for 
external affairs John Laña said 
the meeting with the farmers was 
organized with Katarungan/Rights 
Inc., a non-government organization 
(NGO) held in the barangay hall of 
Barangay Rosario.
He said that reports from the DAR 
in Quezon and from the Katarungan 
group reached his office about 
farmers allegedly being harassed 
by people from the Achievement 
Realty Corporation (ARC).
Laña said that the farmers are being 
harassed and told that the lands 
they are tilling have been exempted 
from the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program (CARP) and that 
they should surrender or sell their 
land back to ARC.

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) and the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) recently signed a deed 
of transfer to enable the coverage 
of a portion of the Siargao Island 
Protected Landscape and Seascape 
(SIPLAS) area in Siargao, Surigao 
Del Norte under the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program (CARP) 
by virtue of Executive Order No. 
75, series of 2019.
DENR Executive Director Nonito 
M. Tamayo and Regional Director 
Leomides R. Villareal led the 

Twenty-two years ago, in Barangay 
Bonbonon, seven kilometers from 
the municipality of Siaton, in Negros 
Oriental, a group of 13 agrarian 
reform beneficiaries (ARBs) was 
organized by the Department of 
Agrarian Reform (DAR) and 
registered with the Cooperative 
Development Authority (CDA) as 
the Bonbonon Farmers Agrarian 
Reform Multi-Purpose Cooperative 
(BOFARMPUCO). 
From then on, the cooperative’s 
meager capital of P3,800.00 has 
reached P27,958,900.00. 
The coop’s struggles started when 
the Belgian Integrated Agrarian 
Support Project (BIARSP) 
granted BOFARMPUCO 20 heads 
of Carabao in 2001 under its 
AgriCredit Program.
The organization tried to expand the 
program but unfortunately due to a 
lack of system in the collection of 
accounts, and no proper recording, 
and monitoring, the cooperative 
suffered financially.  Like a domino, 
it had affected many aspects of the 
operation of the business.
In 2005, with new management, 
the cooperative, challenged by the 
past failure, accessed credit with 
an annual interest of 8.5 % from 
the United Coconut Planters Bank 
(UCPB) for a credit line of P1M 

Dapitan City, Zamboanga del 
Norte - The Department of 
Agrarian Reform (DAR), on 
Thursday, May 19, 2022, sees a 
boost in the agricultural sector in 
the Zamboanga Peninsula after 
the distribution of 1,800.6414 
hectares of agricultural lands to 
1,074 agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) and the turnover of various 
support services projects with a 
total amount of Php50.125-million.
DAR Secretary Bernie F. Cruz said 
this support from the government 
aims to empower the farmers 
and make their lands become 
productive.
“We are doing this because we 
want our farmers to succeed in 
farming. Your collective success 
would benefit our country because 
we would be assured of food 
security, and eventually, we hope 
that we would stop importing food 
supplies from other countries,” he 
said.
Cruz added that the event was made 
possible because of the concerted 
effort of the officials from various 
agencies, as well as the support 
from the local up to national level.
The distributed lands are from 
the provinces of Zamboanga del 

Norte, with 1,123.2973 hectares; 
Zamboanga Sur, 274.2169 has.; and 
Zamboanga Sibugay, 403.1281 has.
The support services projects were 
composed of various infrastructure 
projects such as farm-to-market 
roads and irrigation facilities; 
farm machinery, farm inputs, and 
livelihood training, among others.
Zamboanga del Norte received 
a total project cost of Php24.24-
million; Zamboanga del Sur, 
Php19.89-million; and Zamboanga 
Sibugay, Php6.2-million.
Zamboanga Peninsula Director 
Ramon Madroñal Jr. said that 
included in the lands distributed are 
the computerized land titles under 
the SPLIT (Support to Parcelization 
of Lands for Individual Titling) 
Project.
“What makes this event more 
special is this is the first time we 
award these computerized land titles 
here to our ARBs,” he said.
Parcelization is a process of 
subdividing and determining the 
exact metes and bounds of the areas 
covered under the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program, which 
involves the awarded lots to ARBs 
in collective certificates of land 
ownership award.

“These are all lies. The land is 
not exempted from CARP. Their 
certificates of land ownership award 
(CLOAs) are legal and binding. If 
the farmers have that, nobody can 
eject them from their land,” Laña 
said.
Laña said that a few farmers fell 

signing of the Deed of Transfer.
DAR-Caraga Regional Director 
Leomides R. Villareal said that 
based on the review and findings 
of the DAR validation committee, 
some portions of the SIPLAS are 
considered alienable and disposable 
(A & D) agricultural government-
owned land (GOL) under the DENR 
and are no longer actually used for 
its purpose, and therefore, can be 
covered under the CARP, through 
EO 75, subject to final delineation 

intended for Agri-credit re-lending 
to their members. 
“At the start, we felt the need of the 
members to uplift their lives.  We 
also saw it as an opportunity for an 
additional service of the cooperative 
aside from generating jobs for the 
members,” Edelyn Madal, General 
Manager of BOFARMPUCO, said.
In the same year, BOFARMPUCO 
also started its Savings Program 
with an initial capital of P4,322.00. 
With more determination and 
discipline, BOFARMPUCO slowly 
picked up the pieces and started to 

for this ruse and are now seeking 
the DAR’s help in getting back 
their lands. He said that some of 
the farmers were allegedly shown 
a document of the exemption from 
CARP of their lands, they were 
also made to sign a blank document 
saying that it will serve as a deed of 

rise towards achieving its Vision 
to be a strong and sustainable 
Cooperative in Negros Oriental.
With the mission of providing 
financial and social services for the 
socio-economic development of 
the community in Negros Oriental, 
BOFARMPUCO in 2008 under the 
World Bank Project, accessed credit 
from the National Association of 
Training Centers for Cooperatives 
(NATCCO) with a credit line of 
P10M, initially released with P5M 
in the same year. 
By this time, BOFARMPUCO had 

sale for their land, and some were 
given money in exchange for their 
CLOAs.
During the meeting with farmers, 
Laña showed them a certification 
from the DAR-Quezon office stating 
that there are no existing records 
on file of the exemption of lands 
from CARP coverage involving the 
properties of ARC in Barangays 
Rosario and San Jose.
“This document proves that the 
farmers are being lied to by these 
people from ARC. They are taking 
advantage of the farmers’ ignorance 
of their rights. That is why we are 
here to orient our ARBs of their 
rights to their land,” Laña said.
He said the DAR is now looking 
into the matter and will do steps to 
help the ARBs protect their right to 
their land.
Laña promised to return to Mauban 
to talk to the mayor and the police 
officer to ask for their cooperation 
in protecting the farmers from 
further harassment.

opened its Siaton branch which was 
located at the heart of the town.
In the succeeding years, 
BOFARMPUCO increased its 
share capital to P22,356,108.38 and 
savings deposit of P3,570,798.66. 
The cooperative had to open a 
collection center in the town of Sta. 
Catalina, Negros Oriental in 2011 
for those members living in the 
southern tip of the province.
In 2014, the second year of the 
implementation of the Agrarian 

Production Credit Program (APCP),  
BOFARMPUCO, through the 
DAR’s assistance had accessed 
credit through the Land Bank of 
the Philippines (LBP) for crop 
production with an initial release of 
P2M. By this time BOFARMPUCO 
had already 3,356 members with a 

share capital of P6,941,114.43 and a 
savings deposit of P10,099,796.23.
They had increased their credit line 
to P20M in the succeeding years. 
They had cumulative APCP releases 
of P26.1M at the end of 2019.
Aside for their APCP Loan, in 2018 
BOFARMPUCO also availed of a 

business loan from the Department 
of Trade and Industry (DTI) under 
the P3 Program with a 2 % interest 
per year.  Their approved credit line 
was 20M.  As of today, they have a 
balance of P9.5M.
“As the demand of our clientele 
increased, our credit line also 
increased. We never stopped seeking 
opportunities from the different 
government credit programs at a 
lower interest,” Madal said.
As to credit policy implementation, 
the loanable amount is capacity-
based.  The coop conducts 
proper character or background 
investigations, proper or effective 
collection, and proper monitoring of 
accounts. 
”We visit the member or borrowers 
with micro-entrepreneur businesses 
and also the farms of those who 
availed of agri-production loan.  
For those in crop production and 

business enterprise, we help them 
increase their income by helping 
them in their marketing. All of these 
are stipulated in our policy,” she 
added.
Today BOFARMPUCO with a 
maturity level of five, has two 
branches (Siaton and Manjuyod) and 
two satellite offices (Sta. Catalina 
and Zamboanguita) with a total of 
33 employees. The cooperative has 
a total of 7,665 members (5,263 
male, 5,263 female) of which 2,154 
are ARB members.  It has a total 
asset of P156,874,100.00, a share 
capital of P27,958,900.00, and 
savings deposit of P86,460,937.00.
Indeed, with the blessings from 
above, opportunities knocked to 
the cooperative not just once, but 
several times, a precious prize 
to them for being non-quitters to 
struggles in life.

DAR distributes 1,800 has. agri lands and Php50-M 
support projects to 1,074 ARBs in Zambo Peninsula

DAR appeases farmers’ fear of 
ejectment from land

Negros Oriental cooperative advances through agri-credit 
and microfinance programs

DAR, DENR sign agreement to transfer 1,153 has. SIPLAS 
property for coverage under CARP through EO 75
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The Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR) and the regional 
convergence team in the 
MIMAROPA region signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) under the government’s 
Enhanced Partnership Against 
Hunger and Poverty (EPAHP) 
program to mitigate hunger and 
ensure food security through the 
combined resources of participating 
government agencies (GAs) and 
local government units (LGUs).
DAR MIMAROPA regional 
director Marvin Bernal with 

The Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR) and Land 
Registration Authority (LRA) 
has signed a joint administrative 
order (JAO) that would speed up 
the generation and registration of 
computerized individual land titles 
(C-titles) in connection with the 
implementation of the World Bank-
funded Support to Parcelization 
of Lands for Individual Titling 
(SPLIT) Project.
DAR Secretary Bernie F. Cruz and 
LRA OIC-Administrator Robert 
Nomar V. Leyretana led the signing 
of the joint AO entitled “Guidelines 
Governing the Issuance of Certified 
True Copies (CTC), Annotation, 
Registration, and Issuance 
of Computerized Individual/
New Collective Certificate of 
Land Ownership Award, and 
Cancellation of CCLOA under the 
SPLIT Project” held May 24, 2022, 
in Clarkfield, Pampanga.
DAR Undersecretary for Legal 
Affairs Office Luis Meinrado C. 
Pañgulayan said Project SPLIT is 
a realization of the directive given 
by President Rodrigo Duterte to the 
DAR to provide individual titles to 
the agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) covered under the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program (CARP).
“The joint AO will expedite the 

Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD) project 
development officer Ronald Pila 
led the signing of the MOU.
Bernal said thirty-one (31) EPAHP 
regional partners agreed to the 
commitments and obligations 
stipulated in the MOU.
“The participating agencies, 
in close partnership with the 
participating LGUs mutually 
agreed to pursue further assistance 
and support the implementation of 
the EPAHP.
He said that under the agreement, 

generation and registration of 
computerized individual titles since 
it will no longer require submission 
of the Owner’s Duplicate Copy of 
the CCLOA title to the Registry 
of Deeds as a requirement for 
the processing of the C-titles,” 
Pañgulayan said.
He disclosed that currently, about 
90,000 hectares of validated 
CCLOAs are ready for registration 
but only 4,000 hectares have been 
registered.
Leyretana said that the entire 
LRA force will aggressively look 

DAR-MIMAROPA will assist 
participating agrarian reform 
beneficiary organizations (ARBOs) 
and smallholder farmers in the 
production and timely delivery 
of the food items required by the 
Supplementary Feeding Program 
and other related food feeding 
programs of the government.
This, he said will be done through 
the provision of rural infrastructure 
and necessary facilities for 
improved farm productivity.

forward and assured the finalization 
of the JAO.
DAR Central Luzon Regional 
Director James Arsenio Ponce said 
the joint DAR and LRA guidelines 
will revitalize the rediscovered 
synergy to efficiently and effectively 
ensure land tenure security and 
strengthen the property rights of 
the agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs).
“With greater and improved 
partnership, we can move 
mountains, and there is no let-up in 
this upward trajectory, hand in hand 

and side by side, we can accomplish 
more,” Ponce said.
Assistant Secretary and SPLIT 
Deputy National Project Director 
Joey Sumatra said that in the 
earlier technical discussion and 
consultation meeting, both agencies 
reviewed and revisited the draft 
JAO. He said that they were able to 
recommend enhancement measures 
and processes in the draft JAO and 
finalized the JAO acceptable to both 
DAR and LRA/Land Registration 
Systems, Inc (LARES) officials.

and precise survey.
“Today I’m going to receive 
formally the deed of transfer 
containing an aggregate area of 
1,153.3644 hectares of land in 
the municipalities of Del Carmen, 
General Luna, Pilar, San Isidro, 
Burgos, and Socorro,” Villareal 
said.
The Siargao Island Protected 
Landscape and Seascape is the 
largest marine protected area in the 
Philippines.
On October 10, 1996, the terrestrial, 

Bagumbayan, Sultan Kudarat — 
The agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) of Silang Agrarian Reform 
Beneficiaries Association (SARBA) 
from the town of Bagumbayan 
recently launched a harvest festival 
to show their dependable and 
reliable means of livelihood in their 
respective community.
The activity was in line with the 

Concepcion, Tarlac - The 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) conducted a three-day, May 
23-25, 2022, validation activity for 
the 236 agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) in Barangay Tinang in this 
town to eventually award them with 
individual land titles and install 
them in the 200-hectare DPPI 
landholdings. 
The validation activity involves 
interviews with the ARBs for them 
to show necessary documents as 
proof of their identities and their 
relationship with the landholdings.
External Affairs and 
Communication Operations Office 
Assistant Secretary John Laña said 
this activity pursues the welfare and 
rights of the ARBs.
“After we determine your 
identities and relationship with 
the landholdings, we will take the 
necessary steps to give you the land 
titles and install you as the rightful 
owners of the land,” Laña said.
He added that the DAR needs to 
follow legal processes so that the 

CALATRAVA, Negros Occidental-
-Six agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) recently took their oath and 
signed their application to purchase 
and farmer’s undertaking (APFU) 
at the Calatrava-Toboso Municipal 
Circuit Trial Court as they qualify 
for the screening process to become 
land recipients of lands covered 
under the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program (CARP).
The landholdings were formerly 
owned by Josefina F. Librando 
and situated at Brgy. Winaswasan, 
Calatrava, Negros Occidental has a 
total area of 12.8 hectares.
“This activity manifests that 
the farmers have undergone 
the screening process and have 
qualified for inclusion as CARP-
beneficiaries,” said Municipal 
Agrarian Reform Program Officer 
Jonalyn Portrias.
“The way to success starts with a 
single tiny step. This oath-taking 
activity led by the department is 
in accordance to deliver equality. 

wetland, and marine areas of 
Siargao and its surrounding islets in 
the northeastern part of Mindanao, 
province of Surigao del Norte 
are declared as a protected area 
under the category of protected 
landscape and seascape, through 
the Proclamation No. 902, by the 
President of the Philippines.
SIPLAS contains an approximate 
area of 278,914.131 hectares as a 
protected landscape and seascape.
Executive Order No. 75, series 
of 2019 was signed by President 

ARBs’ graduation from Buhay sa 
Gulay (BsG), an urban gardening 
community program, which was 
implemented by the Department 
of Agrarian Reform (DAR) at the 
height of the pandemic to support 
the ARB’s economic condition by 
providing them means of livelihood 
and sustainable food source of 
agricultural products.

recipients of the land would own the 
properties legitimately.
Each ARB would receive an 
estimate of more than 8,000 square 
meters from the landholdings.
Malayang Kilusang Samahang 
Magsasaka ng Tinang Chairman 
Felino Cunanan Jr. said he was the 
one who requested for the issuance 
of individual land titles.
“In 1995, the landholdings were 
awarded to us through collective 
certificate of land ownership award. 
Yet, the Tinang Multi-Purpose 
Cooperative was the one benefitting 
from the properties and not us, the 
small farmers,” he claimed.
Cunanan added that owning an 
individual land title and being 
installed personally on their lands 
would strengthen their rights and 
ownership of their properties.
“With the DAR’s genuine concern 
for the farmers, I believe that 
today’s activity is the beginning of 
the realization of our dreams,” he 
said. 

We significantly desire to carry our 
mission of providing social justice 
to our farmers,” Portrias added.
According to Protrias, the activity 
is one of the preliminary activities 
of the Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR) to acquire lands 
covered under the CARP. This 
is done through its mandate of 
redistribution of government and 
private agricultural lands to landless 
farmers and farmworkers to secure 
the farmers’ land security, social 
equity, and provide them with the 
necessary productive support to 
ensure a better future.
DAR is the lead government 
agency that implements the CARP 
that actualizes equitable land 
distribution, ownership, agricultural 
productivity, and tenurial security 
for the tillers of the land towards the 
improvement of their quality of life.
The farmers took their oath before 
Judge Charmaine B. Mascardo at 
the Calatrava-Toboso Municipal 
Circuit Trial Court.

Rodrigo R. Duterte directing all 
government instrumentalities to 
identify idle lands owned by the 
government suitable for agricultural 
purposes which will be distributed 
to qualified beneficiaries of CARP.
After the transfer is completed, the 
DAR will proceed with the process 
of land acquisition and distribution.
Qualified beneficiaries are farmers, 
tillers, or farmworkers who are 
landless or who own less than 
three hectares of agricultural lands; 
Filipino citizens; residents of the 

The activity was graced by the 
Chief Agrarian Reform Program 
Officer Rhea Marie Betque who 
warmly congratulated the ARBs for 
successfully finishing the program.   
“Always remember that you should 
all be committed to achieve the 
sustainability of this program. 
Remarkable resilience of every 
ARBs to any problem should 

barangay (or the municipality if 
there are not enough qualified 
beneficiaries in the barangay) 
where the landholding is located; 
at least 15 years of age at the 
time of identification, screening, 
and selection of the farmer-
beneficiaries; and with willingness, 
aptitude, and ability to cultivate 
and make the land as productive as 
possible as provided under Section 
22 of Republic Act No. 6657 or the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Law (CARL), as amended.

never wane, instead, should further 
strengthen your will to always 
find ways and move forward. Rest 
assured that with your sincerity 
and cooperation shown to us, more 
projects will be poured which could 
be beneficial to everyone,” Betque 
said.
BsG Pointperson Cherry Mae 

Purazo, divulged that SARBA 
members’ means of livelihood in the 
middle of the pandemic, prior to the 
establishment of the BsG program, 
was purely rice and corn production, 
and with the current situation, it is 
not enough to support their family.
“Through this program, they started 
planting vegetable crops. They 
received various farm inputs and 
tools from the DAR so that they 
could formally start the communal 
vegetable area in their community,” 
Purazo said.
The ARBs were grateful to the 
DAR- Sultan Kudarat for the 
implementation of the BsG program 

and for their continuous support in 
finding means to extend help to their 
beneficiaries, particularly those who 
were hardly hit by the pandemic.
“The DAR - Sultan Kudarat through 
the BsG program, did not just help 
us in terms of livelihood, it also 
helped us strengthen the bond in our 
organization,” SARBA Bookkeeper 
Angela Cawacas said.
Cawacas added that although they 
have experienced challenges in 
terms of scheduling especially 
during the early stages of the 
implementation of the program, it 
has helped them gain more insights 
about management.

Farmer-beneficiaries in 
Negros Occidental take 

oath, sign an undertaking
DAR conducts validation 

to distribute land titles and 
install ARBs in Tarlac

DAR, LRA sign joint AO to speed up registration of 
computerized individual land titles

DAR’s Buhay sa Gulay program grads launch 
harvest festival in S. Kudarat

MIMAROPA EPAHP regional convergence team ink 
agreement to mitigate hunger
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“The DAR-MIMAROPA will 
facilitate the access of the 
concerned ARBOs to financial 
assistance through the microfinance 
institutions and other credit 
facilities for improved agricultural 
production and for establishing 
linkages with other institutional 
markets,” Bernal added.
Bernal said DAR-MIMAROPA will 
also provide capacity development 
support and technical assistance to 

ARBOs and smallholder farmers 
in agri-enterprise development 
through the existing DAR training 
projects and programs.
The EPAHP is intended to contribute 
to the national government’s efforts 
in addressing hunger and poverty 
to directly benefit the poorer sector 
of the society through the synergy 
and convergence of the essential 
services under the Office of the 
President.

Like a seed, the Binhian sa Timog 
Kutabato (BinTiKu), located in 
barangay Dajay, Surallah, South 
Cotabato started from a small group 
of rice farmers with the vision to 
increase their income and improve 
productivity.
“That was one twilight ago of 1998 
while unwinding and enjoying 
our drinks when we came up with 
an idea to formally organize our 
agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) and create an association,” 
John H. Dormitorio, BinTiKu 
manager laughingly recalled one 
hot afternoon.
With assistance from the Department 
of Agrarian Reform (DAR) and the 
provincial government of South 
Cotabato, BinTiKu was officially 
organized into a cooperative and 
was registered with the Cooperative 
Development Authority (CDA) in 
the year 2000.
“We did not quit despite the obstacles 
and hardships we encountered in 
processing the documents. We used 
the negative things thrown to us as 
a challenge to push harder and be 
better,” Dormitorio said.
In the succeeding years, other 
government agencies opened more 
opportunities to the cooperative. 
They tried to access production 
financing from the Landbank of 
the Philippines (LBP) through 
the Agricultural Production Loan 
(APL) program which helped them 
to sustain their rice production and 
at the same time, earn from the 
interest of the loan extended to its 
members.
Through the help of the Department 
of Agriculture (DA), they were 
provided with different post-
harvest facilities such as a 
warehouse, solar dryer, flatbed 
dryer, mechanical dryer, and rice 
mill. Also, they received farm 
tractors and mechanical harvesters. 
The Agricultural Training Institute 
(ATI) also assisted them through 
a series of technology training to 
equip them and improve the quality 
of rice seeds they produce.
Before, the farmers could only 
harvest an average of 2.5 – 3.2 MT 

Koronadal City -  The Department 
of Agrarian Reform (DAR)  in 
the Soccsksargen region recently 
conducted validation activities 
for farmer groups to verify their 
capability to supply the demand 
of the Bureau of Jail Management 
and Penology (BJMP) in providing 
healthy and fresh vegetables to 
persons deprived of liberty (PDLs) 
in the said region.
The activity was held in line 
with the Enhanced Partnership 
Against Hunger and Poverty 
Program (EPAHPP), a government 
initiative addressing hunger and 
poverty through the synergy and 
convergence of essential services of 
the government agencies.
Soccsksargen Director Mariannie 
Lauban-Baunto said this validation 
activity helps them determine the 
success, sustainability and gains of 
EPAHPP.
“We also want to know if we 
successfully carried out the 
department’s obligation under 
the agreement, as well as, we 
want to identify the challenges 
we encountered during the 
implementation of the project so 
that we would know the proper 

CAMARINES SUR — The 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in Camarines Sur provided 
P300,000 worth of farming starter 
kits to a farmer’s group to help 
its members establish sustainable 
organic vegetable production.
Felipe Vargas, DAR Agrarian 
Reform Program Officer, said 
the Burabod Farmers Agrarian 
Reform Organization (BFARO) in 
Calabanga town received the starter 
bundles consisting of assorted 
vegetable seeds, garden tools and 
implements, production inputs, 
free-range chickens, and a water 
pump.
“These starter kits will greatly 
help the farmers of BFARO earn 

per hectare, but the techno-transfer 
training helped them to boost their 
harvest.
Currently, they could harvest 3-4MT 
per hectare. This also brought a 
great impact on the lives of the 
farmers. The minimum household 
income of a farmer in the same year 
is only ₱12,000.00 – ₱15,000.00 
per cropping. After they applied 
their learnings, they could reach an 
average of ₱25,000 – 30,000.00 per 
cropping.  
In the year 2015, the DAR 
introduced the Agrarian Production 
Credit Program (APCP) and without 
hesitation, BinTiKu actively 
complied with the documentary 
requirements set by the LBP. They 
were approved with an initial loan 
of ₱1,000,000.00.
From ₱1,000,000.00 working 
capital, the cooperative earned 
₱400,000.00 in the first year of 
availing.
“APCP was indeed a blessing to us, 
the cooperative’s income increased, 
simultaneous with the dividends and 
patronage refund of every member,” 
Dormitorio said.
BinTiKu maintained its good 
partnership with the LBP and 
continues to renew its loan twice 
every year. Currently, they have 
an approved credit line up to 
₱17,000,000.00 as the cooperative 

measure to make this program more 
effective,” she said.
Baunto added that EPAHPP is one 
of the best partnerships between the 
government and the farmers in order 
to help mitigate hunger, ensure food 
and nutrition security, and reduce the 
poverty of its beneficiaries in urban 
and rural communities, including 
marginalized communities.
Since the program’s implementation, 
agrarian reform beneficiaries 

extra income from planting organic 
vegetables in their own backyard,” 
Vargas said.
Vargas said the communal vegetable 
production areas will be at least 500 
square meters in size and will be 
planted by the farmer-members of 
BFARO.
Prior to the distribution of starter 
kits, 29 members of BFARO 
underwent a four-day technology 
transfer training on organic 
vegetable production focused on 
good agricultural practices.
Engr. Renato Bequillo, Provincial 
Agrarian Reform Program Officer, 
said that the training honed the 
farming techniques of farmers.
“This will not only help them 

was able to efficiently manage their 
loans.
“We practice transparency in our 
operation. When you are transparent, 
it is easy to gain the trust of the 
people around you. Of course, our 
faith in GOD and the unending 
support from different government 
agencies put us to where we are 
now,” Dormitorio added.
It was more than five years since 
BinTiKu availed of the APCP loan 
which pave the way for the increase 
in the cooperative’s income. They 
now have enough capital to finance 
the rice seed production of their 
members with 2% interest per 
month. At present, they also have 
stable working capital for their 
marketing operations.
BinTiKu is highly recommended to 
transfer to the regular loan window 
of LBP. With their exemplary 
records, without any past due, it is 
no doubt that their loan application 
for hauling trucks will be approved.
“We are always thankful to the DAR 
and other government agencies for 
their continuous support and trust in 
us. We will continue to work hard 
to strengthen the cooperative so that 
the young generation could inherit 
and taste the fruit of our efforts,” 
Dormitorio said.
Currently, the cooperative supplies 
the rice seeds in the entire Region 

organizations (ARBOs) nationwide 
have amassed a total of P428-M in 
sales, and it continues to grow. 
Support Services Office 
Undersecretary Emily Padilla, who 
joined the activity via a virtual 
platform, challenged the DAR in 
this region to continue to excel in the 
program’s implementation in order 
to deliver the EPAHP sales target of 
P1-billion for the year 2022.
“The relationship between the 

counter the potential impacts of 
climate change on their crops but 
also adopt farming methods they 
have never previously tried, and 
ensure crop resilience to produce 
healthy organic vegetables,” 
Bequillo said.
“We are confident that they will 
be able to sustain the vegetable 
production because they will 
put into practice all that they’ve 
learned in the training to establish 
their community garden,” Bequillo 
added.
The BFARO, with 50 farmers, was 
formed in 2021. They grow and 
sell high-value crops like eggplant, 
squash, okra, bottle gourd (upo), 
string beans, papaya, banana, and 
pineapple in their backyards.
“Now that DAR has given them 

XII including the neighboring 
regions under the Rice Competency 
Enhancement Program (RCEP) of 
DA.
They deliver their rice seeds with 
a minimum of 10,000 sacks per 
delivery at ₱1,400.00/sack. They 
also distribute well-milled rice 
with average sales of 100 sacks per 
month costing ₱1,800.00/sack.
As the cooperative expands, job 
opportunities also increase. They 
have a total of 57 employees, 12 
of them are office staff, 12 are the 
operators and 30 are the laborers. 
From 15 initial members, they have 
grown to 85 as of December 2021.
A dream without actions will 
remain a dream, but for the officers 
and members of BinTiKu, a dream 
coupled with hard work is possible. 
They were just talking about it 
before, and now they are enjoying 
the fruits of their labor.
Like in the process of planting rice, 
growth will not happen overnight. It 
needs appropriate tools, knowledge, 
skills, efforts, and patience to help it 
grow and become productive. The 
same happened with the BinTiKu, 
their success is the result of all 
the right ingredients combined to 
become successful in the rice seeds 
production business.

producers and the buyers must 
continue to remain stable and 
stronger, and I believe that 
support services component of the 
department may be the future of the 
agrarian reform program,” she said.
Padilla also recognized the efforts 
of the farmers in producing fresh 
and high-quality vegetables they 
continuously deliver to BJMP.
The ARBOs that were validated 
include Alkikan Vegetable 
Growers’ Association of Malungon, 
Sarangani, and Glandang Eel Lawil 
Association of Kablon, Tupi, South 
Cotabato. 
Vegetables supplied to BJMP 
included cabbage, pechay, tomatoes, 
squash, potatoes, bell pepper, 
saluyot, ampalaya and upo.
BJMP Deputy Director for Welfare 
and Development and EPAHP Focal 
Person JSSupt Col. Flory Sanchez 
thanked the DAR for the partnership 
and committed to continually 
support the program for the benefit 
of the PDLs.
“Since we partnered with DAR, 
the number of illnesses decreased 
in all 15 detention facilities in the 
region due to the PDLs’ healthy and 
nutritious food and diet,” she said.

starter kits, the members are eager 
to improve their farming practices 
and become self-sufficient farmer-
entrepreneurs,” Bequillo said.
Members of the Sto. Nino Vegetable 
Growers Association also received 
the same training and startup kits 
last March 16, while members 
of the Turague Agrarian Farmers 
Association received theirs last May 
25.
The distribution of vegetable starter 
kits was implemented under the 
Enhanced Partnership Against 
Hunger and Poverty (EPAHP), a 
convergence of services by DAR, 
the Department of Agriculture, the 
Department of Social Welfare and 
Development, and the Department 
of Interior and Local Government.

Binhian sa Timog Kutabato: 
Through rice they rise

DAR, BJMP validates anti-hunger and poverty 
program in Soccsksargen

CamSur farmers receive P300K worth of 
starter kits for organic vegetable production
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MAKILALA, North Cotabato-- 
A total of 128 agrarian reform 
beneficiaries (ARBs) recently 
received certificates of land 
ownership award (CLOAs) from 
the Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR) in a series of 
CLOA distribution activities in 18 
barangays of Makilala.
Provincial Agrarian Reform 
Program Officer Charish Paña said 
the distributed CLOAs covered 
149.9 hectares of land implemented 
under the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program (CARP).
“I would like to congratulate all the 
beneficiaries on their recent victory 
of having ownership and possession 
of their CLOA. It is indeed a great 
opportunity and a privilege to be an 
ARB. Take good care of the land 
and make it productive,” Paña said.
According to Municipal Agrarian 
Reform Program Officer Julie 
Garcia, all beneficiaries were 

Surallah, South Cotabato – The 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in South Cotabato recently 
launched a Farm Business School 
(FBS) site in Barangay Brgy. 
Duengas, Surallah, South Cotabato 
to train agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) become agri-entrepreneurs.

ASTURIAS, Cebu—Twenty-seven 
(27) agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) underwent training on 
organic farming technology 
under the Department of Agrarian 
Reform’s (DAR) Climate Resilient 
Farm Productivity Support (CRFPS) 
here in Cebu province.
Chief Agrarian Reform Program 
Officer Randolph Olvis said the 
farmer-members of the Pundok 
Maguuma (PUMAG) in barangay 
San Isidro, Asturias, were trained on 
vermicomposting, soil management 
and soil fertility.
“The past years, the farmers have 
been experiencing extreme weather 
conditions like droughts. This 
program will help them adapt to 
climate changes because it will 
capacitate them with the right 
technologies to compensate for the 
adverse effects of climate change 
on crops and yields and to boost 
agricultural productivity through 
organic farming,” Olvis said.
The farmers actively engaged in 

oriented to their roles and 
responsibilities before releasing 
their CLOAs to them.
“We also reminded the ARBs that 
the DAR will continue to provide 
support services interventions to 
make their lands more productive 
to generate more income for their 
respective families,” Garcia said.
Virginia Pacturan, of Kisante, 
Makilala, was very grateful and 
happy with the recent acceptance of 
CLOA from the DAR.
“l could not contain my happiness 
upon receiving the CLOA. My 
endless appreciation and gratitude 
to DAR for their commitment to 
serving the ARBs. We have been 
excitedly waiting for this and now 
it is already in our hands,” Pacturan 
said.
She also said that they will really 
treasure the land and plant more 
cash crops for their daily sustenance.

The FBS is one of DAR’s 
instruments in capacitating the 
farmers to become entrepreneurs 
by helping them learn and improve 
their knowledge and skills in 
entrepreneurship and farm business 
management.
The FBS would capacitate 35 

demonstration and hands-on activity 
based on the topics presented by the 
resource speakers.
The PUMAG farmers were 
encouraged to practice organic 
farming to enhance the fertility of 
the soil, improve farm biodiversity, 
and this can also help in preventing 
further depletion of natural 
resources.
Olvis said prior to the training, the 
PUMAG farmers attended a seminar 
on climate change awareness. The 
said training was also under the 
CRFPS project on enhancing and 
sustaining agricultural productivity.
“The climate change seminar made 
them understand the causes and 
effects of climate change,” Olvis 
said.
The training was made possible 
in partnership with the local 
government unit of Asturias and 
with resource speakers from DAR 
and the agriculturist from the 
Asturias Municipal office.

participants from the Malay 
Irrigators Association and would 
undergo a season-long training for 
about 16 weeks.
It is composed of 25 sessions with 
various topics on agricultural 
entrepreneurship such as business 
planning records keeping, saving 

mobilization, and value-adding, 
among others.
Chief Agrarian Reform Program 
Officer Lorna Garde said they 
would provide the ARBs with new 
perspectives in farming and would 
link them to potential market outlets.
“We encourage you to respond to the 
challenges of the new knowledge 
we have brought to you. Once you 
master them, income-generating 
farm activities would primarily 
transform you from simple farmers 
into farmer-entrepreneurs,” she said.
The FBS is a DAR program in 
partnership with other line agencies 
like the Department of Agriculture, 
the Local Government Unit, the 
Department of Trade and Industry, 
and the Agricultural Training 
Institute. 

DAR trains South Cotabato farmers become 
agri-entrepreneurs

Asturias farmers 
attend training on 

organic agriculture

128 North Cotabato 
farmers receive land 

titles from DAR
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