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The Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR) has turned over a 
solar-powered irrigation system 
(SPIS) worth PHP 1,000,000.00 to 
the agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs), who are members of the 
Barlo Agrarian Reform Cooperative 
here.
DAR- Provincial Agrarian Reform 
Program Officer II and concurrent 
Assistant Regional Director for 
Administration Maria Ana B. 
Francisco said the irrigation system 
will address the water problem of 
the ARBs and non-ARBs living in 
Mabini, Pangasinan to increase their 
income and uplift their lives.
“As part of the effort and mandate of 
the department in helping the agrarian 
reform beneficiaries to become 
resilient in the global issue of climate 
change, the SPIS was constructed 

under Climate Resilient and Farm 
Productivity Support Program or 
CRFPSP,” Francisco said.
She said the SPIS can irrigate three 
(3) to five (5) hectares of agricultural 
land that will benefit thirty (30) 
farmers who have irrigation problems 
in the area.
Board of director of the Barlo 
Agrarian Reform Cooperative 
Leynard Berbenzana said each farmer 
spends ₱ 20,000.00 on irrigation, 
including rent on water pump, labor 
and crude oil. 
“With the help of the SPIS, the 
production cost of the farmers will be 
reduced because they will no longer 
buy gasoline for their generator sets, 
instead, they will use sunlight for the 
operation of their machinery. If there 
is sufficient heat from the sun, it will 
generate more water,” Berbenzana 

said.
Tranquilino Balagat, one of the 
beneficiaries of SPIS said that before, 
Barlo farmers planted rice during 
the rainy season in month of June, 
then harvested in October same year 
because they only depend on the 
pouring rain to irrigate their paddy 
fields and , they can no longer plant 
during the summer, so the land is idle 
from November to May.
He disclosed that now, because of 
SPIS in their area, farmers gradually 
will be able to plant even if it is not 
the rainy season.
DAR Pangasinan with representatives 

from the local government of Mabini, 
led the turnover ceremony in Brgy. 
Barlo. The said solar-powered 
irrigation system is the second 
SPIS provided by DAR in Western 
Pangasinan.
Earlier, some142 farmer-members of 
the DAR-assisted ARB organization, 
the Rang-Ay Upland Integrated 
Farmers Association, Inc. in Brgy. 
Dacap Norte, Bani, Pangasinan 
benefited from the SPIS project of the 
DAR.
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Pangasinan coop gets 
P1-M worth solar-powered 
irrigation system from DAR
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A total of eighty-five (85) farmer-
members from the three (3) agrarian 
reform beneficiaries organizations 
(ARBOs) being assisted by the 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) transformed themselves into 
farmer-entrepreneurs as they graduate 
from the Farm Business School (FBS) 
of the DAR in Ilocos Norte.
Provincial Agrarian Reform Officer 
II Victor Ines said the FBS aims to 
develop agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) to become agricultural 
entrepreneurs as a way to promote 
farming as one form of a business 
where ARBs could draw big earnings.
“We will help the graduates in 
marketing their products. At present, 
we are trying to have an agreement 
with Mariano Marcos Memorial 
Hospital and Medical Center so that 
the said hospital will regularly buy 
the products of our FBS graduates 
for their daily vegetable supply 
requirements,” he said.
He said the FBS trained them on 
various entrepreneurial skills and 

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) distributed yesterday, 
January 4, 2021, relief goods 
to agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) in Negros Oriental, one of 
the provinces greatly affected by 
Typhoon Odette which devastated 
the country last December.
DAR Secretary Bernie F. Cruz, who 
led the distribution of relief goods, 
comprising of rice and canned 
goods, in the towns of Mabinay and 
Bais City, said they visited the place 
not only to provide the immediate 
needs of the farmers at the moment, 
but also to see the actual situation 
of the farmers and listen to their 
concerns and needs on how they 
can best recover their devastated 

accomplished and distributed within 
the first three months of 2022.
Before 2021 ended, the DAR chief 
required all regional directors to 
submit on or before January 10, 
2022, a consolidated list of all 
unused GOLs inventory and private 
agricultural lands for distribution in 
the first quarter of 2022.
“We will comply with the President’s 
instructions, we will expedite the 
distribution of agricultural lands and 
prioritize the victims of the recent 
typhoon,” he added.
The regions which were hardest hit 
by typhoon Odette include Caraga, 
Western Visayas, Central Visayas, 
Eastern Visayas and Mimaropa.

The Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR) in the province of 
Tarlac launched its 5,000 square 
meters communal vegetables 
farm located in Barangay Magao, 
Concepcion, Tarlac under the 
Buhay sa Gulay project to 
promote the significance of urban 
farming and help contribute to the 
province’s food security.
DAR-Tarlac provincial agrarian 
reform program officer (PARPO) 
II Jocelyn Ramones said the 
Magao Ortilano Modernong 
Magsasaka Association 
(MOMMA) - (Kadiwa Ni Ani at 
Kita) Incorporated will manage 
the project with eggplant Fortuner 
variety as the main crop.
“The Eastwest Seeds Company 
extended their full support for 
the project through the provision 
of vegetable seeds and capacity 
development training on eggplant 
production,” Ramones said.
Ramones said the MOMMA was 
awarded farm inputs worth Php 
39,400.00 which include one 

advanced farming practices so they 
can properly manage their produce as 
they go out in the market.
“The participants gave clear visions 
and goals on what their farm should 
be and thought of ways to make those 
plans become a reality,” Ines said.
The 85 farmers are members of 
Timpuyog ti Sta Maria-San Antonio 
Farmers Irrigators Association, 
Inc., Namnama Agrarian Reform 
Beneficiaries Multipurpose 
Cooperative and Daquioag Bannuar 
Farmers Irrigators Association, Inc.
Mary Grace Tomas of Timpuyog ti 
Sta Maria - San Antonio IA, Inc. said 
that in FBS, they were able to learn 
how to manage farm records, develop 
a good plan and learn how to become 
successful entrepreneurs.
DAR, in cooperation with the 
Department of Agriculture, initiated 
the FBS which also teaches farmers 
essential matters on bookkeeping, 
cash flows, market surveys, selling 
and costing and proper packaging of 
their products.

livelihood.
“President Rodrigo Duterte asked 
me to look after the ARB’s welfare 
and pool the agency’s resources 
to help the farmers affected by the 
typhoon,” Cruz said.
The Secretary revealed that the 
department would immediately 
provide the ARBs with various farm 
machineries, farm inputs, credit 
assistance and training to ensure 
that livelihood opportunities in the 
communities would be available.
Prior to this, Cruz directed all the 
DAR field officials to prioritize 
and fast-track the acquisition and 
distribution of unused government-
owned lands (GOLs) and private 
agricultural lands, which should be 

unit knapsack sprayer, fertilizers, 
pesticides, and 54 trays of 
eggplant seedlings.
She disclosed that the project 
will help the agrarian reform 
beneficiaries have an extra source 
of income on top of their other 
farming activities.
“Thank you very much to the 
DAR under the leadership of 
PARPO II Jocelyn Ramones for 
we have been blessed with this 
project. We promise to make this 
project provided to the association 
a success,” MOMMA President 
Efren Puno said.
The vegetable farming project 
is an initiative of DAR designed 
as a self-help start-up livelihood 
project where concerned 
government agencies and 
organizations converge, share 
resources, and offer an opportunity 
to enable urban farmers to produce 
various vegetables that could also 
serve as an additional source of 
income.

85 Ilocos Norte farmers graduate 
from DAR’s farm business school

DAR BRINGS HOPE TO FARMERS 
AFFECTED BY TYPHOON ODETTE 
IN NEGROS ORIENTAL

DAR rolls out Buhay sa 
Gulay project in Tarlac
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Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) Secretary Bernie F. Cruz 
visited yesterday, January 5, 2022, 
the Sycip Plantation Farmworkers 
Agrarian Reform Cooperative 
(SPFWAC) in Barangay San Jose, 
Manjuyod, Negros Oriental to 
assess the damage left by typhoon 
Odette last December and create a 
plan of actions to revive the agri-
enterprise activities of the said 
cooperative.
SPFWAC has 312 agrarian reform 

Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) Secretary Bernie F. Cruz 
personally reached out to the employees of DAR Negros Occidental who 
were indiscriminately affected by the onslaught of typhoon Odette in the 
country last December to give them the confidence to stand up on their 
feet again, as he visited the various municipal offices of the province, 
yesterday, January 6, 2022.
“We are here not just for the affected agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs), but also to know how are you holding up,” Cruz said to the 
DAR Negros Occidental employees.
The Secretary was all ears listening to the plight of the affected employees 
reminding them that the department would help them to get back on their 
feet again.
“I assure you that your DAR family will continue to help you in your 
current situations,” he said.
The DAR also distributed 5 generators to DAR Negros Occidental 
municipal offices with limited or no electricity, including the offices of 

Hinigaran, Himamaylan, Cauayan, and Sipalay City.
On the other hand, Field Operations Office (FOO) Undersecretary Elmer 
Distor asked the municipal offices to submit a full list of office equipment 
that they need so that they can work efficiently.
“We will try to address all your requests because if everything is in order 
we have no excuses in accomplishing our goals of serving our farmers,” 
Distor said.
The DAR also brought relief goods, composed of rice, water, and canned 
goods, to ARBs from Barangay Mambaruto in Sipalay City. Cruz also 
held a dialogue with the said farmers to know their needs and concern so 
that they can revive their livelihood.
Manlukahok Multi-Purpose Cooperative Chairperson Jane Fausto said 
the DAR’s visit has given them hope.
“If we will depend on our own, we cannot make our lands productive 
again even for a few years. With the DAR’s plan to rehabilitate our farms, 
I am positive that soon our lives will be back to normal again,” she said.

damaged by the typhoon.
“With the full cooperation of local 
officials in your province, we would 
provide the support you need so 
that you can stand up again and 
bring back to life your booming 
enterprise, devastated by the 
typhoon,” he said to the farmers.
After his visit to Barangay San 
Jose, Cruz proceeded to Canlaon 
City to bring relief goods to ARBs 
and also held a meeting with them 

on their current problems caused by 
the typhoon to provide them with 
their needs in reviving their land 
productivity.
A day earlier, the Secretary also 
brought relief goods and conducted 
a dialogue with the farmers from 
Bais City and Mabinay town.
Odette is the 15th storm and the 
strongest typhoon to hit the country 
last year ravaging a number of 
provinces nationwide.

beneficiary (ARB) members with 
a total production area of 544.17 
hectares. Their agribusiness 
involves the production of 
sugarcane, mango, shrimps, bangus, 
cacao and muscovado processing, 
and credit financing, among others.
Cruz conducted a dialogue with the 
SPFWAC officials and members 
to know their needs and concerns 
for the immediate rehabilitation of 
their cooperative, whose crops and 
agri-business structures were badly 

CRUZ LIGHTENS BURDEN OF DAR NEGROS 
OCCIDENTAL PERSONNEL HIT BY TYPHOON 
ODETTE, PROVIDES GENERATORS AND 
RELIEF GOODS

JANUARY 6

JANUARY 7

DAR TO REVIVE 
AGRI-ENTERPRISE 
ACTIVITIES 
OF FARMERS 
COOPERATIVE 
DAMAGED 
BY TYPHOON 
ODETTE IN 
NEGROS ORIENTAL
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The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in Cavite turned over two (2) solar-
powered irrigation systems particularly to 
Tres Cruses ARB and Farmers Assoc., Inc. 
(TCARBFAI) in Tres Cruses, Tanza, and 
San Isidro Labrador Farmers Multi-Purpose 
Cooperative in Muzon, Naic which could 
irrigate a total of 15 hectares of agricultural 
lands, especially during the dry season.
Provincial Agrarian Reform Program Officer 
II (PARPO) James Arthur T. Dubongco said 
the newly-awarded irrigation system, given 
its energy-efficient nature, is expected to 
reduce the production costs, and ensure a 
year-round increase in yield from palay and 
vegetable production activities.
He said the two irrigation system is worth 
Php 1 million each, could sufficiently 
irrigate the cooperative’s farm, and serve 
about 70 agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) in the area.
“The project entails a corresponding 
responsibility. Like a family, you will 
be in charge of the project, which is very 
important especially in taking care of your 
farms,” Dubongco said Dubongco explained 

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in Southern Leyte led by DAR 
Eastern Visayas Regional Director 
Robert Anthony Yu provided relief 
assistance to two (2) agrarian reform 
beneficiaries organizations (ARBOs) in 
San Francisco town, Southern Leyte.
“The team brought “trapal” (tarpaulin 
roofing), food and water supplies for the 
members of the 2 ARBOs, specifically 
the Tuno Farmers Multi-Purpose 
Cooperative and the San Francisco 
Multi-Purpose Cooperative in San 
Francisco severely hit by Typhoon 
Odette,” Yu said.
He said shirts and biscuits were also 
distributed to children in the area.

that the newly constructed SPIS will increase 
their production activities in the area since it 
is now possible for the farmers to plant three 
(3) times in a year, unlike before without the 
SPIS, that farmers can only have two harvests.
“Through this irrigation, farmers will no 
longer rely on rain alone,” he said.
Tres Cruses Agrarian Reform Beneficiary 
And Farmers Association, Inc. President 
Danilo M. Arnes said with the help of 
the DAR’s SPIS, sufficient water would 
be equivalent to abundant harvests.
“We are very happy because we have been 
given this solar-powered irrigation system. We 
would also like to thank the cooperative because 
the SPIS was built within the cooperative’s 
land,” San Isidro Labrador Farmers Multi-
Purpose Cooperative Chairperson Floresita D. 
Jeciel said.
The SPIS is being implemented under the 
DAR’s Climate Resilient Farm Productivity 
Support Project (CRFPSP) which is designed 
to help ARB organizations (ARBOs) in 
the remote areas irrigate their farmlands to 
increase their production even during the dry 
months.

Yu expressed his gratitude to the 
generosity accorded by the employees of 
DAR Regional Office and the different 
provincial offices who, in one way or the 
other, extended their help and prayers to the 
people of Southern Leyte. The DAR Samar 
Provincial Office for instance, lent their 
generator set to DAR-Southern Leyte.
Typhoon Odette made its first landfall 
on 16 December 2021 and caused 
devastation to six regions in the country, 
specifically MIMAROPA (4-B), Western 
Visayas (6), Central Visayas (7), Eastern 
Visayas (8), Northern Mindanao (10) and 
Caraga damaging billions of pesos in the 
agriculture sector affecting over 61,00 
farmers and fisherfolks.

CAVITEÑO FARMERS RECEIVE 
THEIR OWN SOLAR-POWERED 

IRRIGATION SYSTEM FROM DAR

DAR PROVIDES ASSISTANCE 
TO SOUTHERN LEYTE FARMERS 
ORGANIZATIONS AFFECTED BY 

TYPHOON ODETTE

DAR, ALEOSAN LGU 
PUSH FOR COLLECTIVE 
MARKETING SCHEME 

FOR NORTH COTABATO 
COCONUT FARMERS

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) and the local government unit 
(LGU) of Aleosan in North Cotabato 
linked arms to boost the coconut 
farmers’ income through a collective 
marketing scheme which will involve 
about 700 hectares of land planted to 
coconut in the said town.
Banking on the success of the Linking 
Smallholder Farmers into Market with 
Microfinance (LinkSFarMM) project, 
the LGU of Aleosan recently partnered 
with the DAR in organizing the coconut 
farmers to build strong and reliable 
clusters that would serve as potential 
suppliers in the collective marketing 
business of their coconut products.
Provincial LinkSFarMM Project Point 
person Carylmark Bajao said during 
the recent cluster leaders’ training, that 
organizing farmers into clusters would 
give them greater opportunities in 
finding institutional buyers and higher 
prices for their copra, whole nuts, and 
other coconut products.
LinkSFarMM is an innovative program 
of the DAR to make smallholder farmers 
increase agricultural productivity and 
effectively manage their agricultural 
production by applying a value chain 
process.
Aleosan Municipal Agriculturist Jimmy 
Basas disclosed that they are expecting 
more or less 1,000 coconut farmers to 
be involved in the collective marketing 
scheme.
“We are amazed at the outcome of the 
LinkSFarMM project implemented by 
the DAR and we have also seen the 
impact in the lives of the cardava banana 
farmers in Aleosan which propelled 
us in replicating the technology to our 
coconut farmers,” Basas said.
The municipality of Aleosan is the first 
LGU in North Cotabato to replicate 
the DAR-LinkSFarMM project after 
the successful implementation of 
collective marketing on cardava banana 
handled by the New Leon Multi-
purpose Cooperative, a DAR-assisted 
organization.
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The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) has turned over a Php8.5-
million bridge project in the town of 
Diffun, Quirino province to provide 
the agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) faster access to various trade 
centers and markets in transporting 
their farm products.
DAR Cagayan Valley Regional 
Director Samuel Solomero said the 
bridge would be a big help not just to 
ARBs but also to other farmers and 
residents because they can now reach 
their destination faster and with 
cheaper transportation expenses.
“The two-lane bridge is implemented 
under the ‘Tulay ng Pangulo para sa 
Kaunlarang Pang-Agraryo’ project 
and was made possible through the 

The Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR) in the province of 
Nueva Vizcaya distributed a total 
of 45.275 hectares of agricultural 
lands to thirty-six agrarian reform 
beneficiaries (ARBs) in Dupax 
del Norte through a personalized 
Serbisyong DAR-to-Door program 
of the DAR.
Provincial Agrarian Reform Program 
Officer (PARPO) Engr. Rustico 
Turingan said the Certificates of 
Land Ownership Award (CLOAs) 
were given to 36 villagers who are 
members of the agrarian reform 
beneficiaries organization (ARBOs).
“It was a good start and blessing for 
the new year among ARBs because 

and inspiration for you to cultivate 
and enrich the lands awarded to 
you. We encourage you to join 
ARBOs in your area so that you can 
receive other support services from 
DAR,” Municipal Agrarian Reform 
Program Officer John Daryl Yacapin 
said.
The ARBs are very grateful to 
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, 
Secretary Bernie Cruz, Regional 

assistance made by the Department 
of Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH) and the Provincial 
Government of Quirino,” Solomero 
said.
He disclosed that the bridge’s 
material is imported from the country 
of France and its steel could be as 
durable as the Eiffel tower.
Diffun Mayor May Calaunan 
expressed his gratitude to the DAR 
for the opportunity given to his town 
to receive such a valuable project.
“I would like to thank Director 
Solomero, Secretary Bernie Cruz, 
and President Rodrigo Duterte, as 
well as, the men and women behind 
this project because it will make life 
easier for our people,” she said.

of the distribution of CLOAs,” 
Turingan said.
He said that this was also in 
compliance with the present 
administration’s mandate to bring 
the government services closer to its 
people.
The CLOAs were awarded through 
the agency’s “Serbisyong DAR-
to-DOOR”, a program of the 
department where officials and 
employees of the DAR personally 
deliver the CLOAs right at the farm 
or at the doorsteps of the recipients.
Turingan also reminded the ARBs of 
their role, rights, and responsibilities 
as CLOA holders and ARBs.
“These titles should serve as hope 

Director Samuel Solomero, PARPO 
Turingan, and other officials who 
helped and took part in this program 
and promised to make their awarded 
lands productive.
The program aims to intensify the 
delivery of CLOAs to boost the 
ARB’s confidence knowing that they 
now legally own the land they till.

DAR TURNS OVER 
PHP8.5-M BRIDGE PROJECT 

IN QUIRINO PROVINCE

DAR NUEVA VIZCAYA 
CONTINUES WITH 
“SERBISYONG DAR TO 
DOOR” CLOA DISTRIBUTION

The Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR) led by Secretary 
Bernie F. Cruz offered their 
prayers and condolences to the 
family of former OIC-Secretary 
Rosalina Bistoyong, who passed 
away yesterday, January 10, 2022, 
at the age of 68.
Being an agrarian reform advocate, 
President Rodrigo Duterte 
appointed her as officer-in-charge 
of the agency from September 8, 
2017, up to December of the same 
year to ensure the continuous 
delivery of public service, after 
former Secretary Rafael Mariano’s 
appointment was not approved.
Prior to her short stint as DAR 

Secretary, she has been with the 
department as Undersecretary 
for Support Services Office since 
2010.
Among her  numerous
achievements include the 
provisions of credit to agrarian 
reform beneficiaries through 
the agrarian production credit 
program, which facilitated the 
increase in membership of more 
than 20,000 agrarian reform 
beneficiaries to DAR cooperatives.
Bistoyong also assisted more 
than 50,000 agrarian reform 
beneficiaries in accessing micro-
finance services for their agri-
business.

DAR MOURNS THE 
PASSING OF FORMER 

OIC-SECRETARY 
ROSALINA BISTOYONG

JANUARY 12
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DAR PROVIDES ASSISTANCE 
TO SOUTHERN LEYTE 

FARMERS ORGANIZATIONS 
AFFECTED BY

 TYPHOON ODETTE
Malnourished children in Nueva Ecija are now assured 
of quality food, as the Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) and the National Nutrition Council (NNC) in 
Region 3 signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) that would enable four (4) agrarian reform 
organizations (ARBOs) in the area to supply their 
agricultural products to the “Tutok Kainan: Dietary 
Supplementation Program (DSP)” of the NNC.
“The DAR-NNC joint project is being implemented 
under the government’s Enhanced Partnership Against 
Hunger and Poverty or EPAHP program to meet the 
regular food requirements of the nutritional needs of 
children aged 6 to 23 months in ten (10) municipalities 
of Nueva Ecija namely: Bongabon, Cuyapo, Gen. 
Mamerto Natividad, Laur, Pantabangan, Quezon, San 
Isidro, Sta. Rosa, Talavera, and Zaragoza to prevent 
stunting by improving their diet,” DAR-Nueva Ecija 
Provincial Agrarian Reform Program Officer II Eden 
B. Ponio said.
Ponio said that DAR Nueva Ecija’s EPAHP links up 
with other government agencies in a collective effort 
to fight hunger and at the same time encourage food 
production and livelihood programs.
She added that the EPAHP is the banner program of 
the Task Force on Zero Hunger headed by Cabinet 
Secretary Karlo Alexei Nograles.
She disclosed that the program specifically targets 6-23 
months old children to prevent child stunting in the first 
two years of life or the period referred to as the First 
1000 Days.
The chairperson of the 4 ARBOs - Dr. Leonilo S. 
Dela Cruz of Golden Beans and Grains Producers 
Cooperative; Renato C. Dela Cruz of Golden Harvest 
of Talavera MPC; Ernesto M. Palacio of Liberty 
Fisherman and Farmer’s Association; and Petronilo 
G. Ucol of Panabingan MPC expressed their full 
commitment of support to the marketing agreement to 
serve the community.

DAR TO SPLIT 6,064 
HAS OF AGRI LANDS IN 
SULTAN KUDARAT INTO 

INDIVIDUAL TITLES

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in the province of Sultan Kudarat 
accomplished its target and validated a 
total of 6,064 hectares of agricultural 
lands that would be parcelized to 2,342 
agrarian reform beneficiaries (ARBs).
The said properties, distributed under 
collective Certificates of Land Ownership 
Award (CCLOAs), would be subdivided 
under the Project SPLIT or Support to 
Parcelization of Lands for Individual 
Titling. This project is being implemented 
to issue individual land titles to ARBs 
who were previously awarded lands but 
under collective ownership.
DAR Secretary Bernie F. Cruz lauded 
this development and further said that 
a large number of ARBs would benefit 
from this project.
“This project aims to strengthen their 
land tenure security, as well as, their 
rights to their property,” Cruz added.
The SPLIT project, which started in 
November 2020 and would end in the 
year 2024, covers 1.368 million hectares 
of land in 78 provinces, in 15 regions, and 
would benefit about 1.1- million ARBs.
DAR XII Regional Director and SPLIT 
Regional Project Manager Engr. Marion 
Y. Abella disclosed that in the first three 
months of its implementation in the 
province, which commenced in the mid-

year of 2021, had accomplished its target of 
3,050 hectares, benefitting 1,198 ARBs.
“As of December last year, we had an 
additional target of 3,014 hectares to 
benefit 1,144 ARBs and we have now 
accomplished 100% of the province’s total 
target,” he said.
Abella said parcelization of land is not an 
easy task because disputes arose on the 
fields during the validation of lands and 
demanded critical resolutions from Field 
Validation Teams.
SPLIT project documentor Shiela Mae 
Pacaco shared how they witness the ARBs’ 
eagerness and desire to have a clear and 
defined ownership of the lands they are 
tilling.
“These inspire us to deliver prompt 
service even if we have to climb numerous 
mountains and traverse muddy and bumpy 
roads under excruciating heat of the sun 
or heavy rain just to conduct dialogue, 
consultation meetings, and secure geotag 
photos of the areas,” she said.
SPLIT project is a response to the directive 
given by President Rodrigo Duterte, during 
the 36th Cabinet Meeting held in Malacañan 
Palace on April 1, 2019, to divide collective 
parcels of lots and instructed the DAR to 
convene a task force and come up with 
a program to ensure the distribution of 
individual CLOAs from the collective titles.

JANUARY 14



7

DAR CELEBRATES 
THE LIFE OF 

FORMER CHIEF

ALBAY FARMERS TO FINALLY 
RECEIVE LANDS AFTER 15 YEARS

After fifteen (15) years, seventy-six (76) 
agrarian reform beneficiaries (ARBs) waiting 
to own their farmlands in Pioduran, Albay 
would finally receive their Certificates of 
Landownership Awards (CLOAs) from the 
Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR).
The said CLOAs cover landholdings formerly 
owned by Pablo Alsua and Amparo Buenviaje, 
and Ramon Alsua in Barangays Marigondon 
and La Medalla in the said town, respectively.
Albay agrarian reform chief Maria Eugenia 
M. Alteza said that the CLOA distribution, 
covering a total of 138-hectares, would be 
done following the completion of the land 
acquisition process for the two parcels of 
Alsua landholdings in the said areas, adding 
that the CLOAs are already being prepared 
and finalized.
Reasons for the long-delayed distribution of 
the land include the landowner’s lobbying to 
withdraw the notice of coverage in 2005 to 
retain the property, and the previous erroneous 
documentation on the landholding that needed 
to be corrected.
“To correct this matter, the DAR conducted 
a joint field investigation with the National 
Inter-Agency CARP Implementing Team 

Top officials and personnel of the 
Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) 
honored the life of its former OIC-DAR 
Secretary Rosalina Bistoyong through a 
virtual necrological service on the night 
of January 13, 2022.
Bistoyong passed away at the age of 68, 
on January 10 this year due to post-covid 
complications, specifically rheumatic 
heart ailment.
Current DAR Secretary Bernie F. Cruz, 
with other top officials and personnel 
nationwide and the friends and family 
of the deceased, gave their tributes 
and shared the memorable experiences 
they had with Bistoyong, who was also 
Undersecretary for Support Services 
Office for years before her appointment 
as an OIC-Secretary.
Following the eulogies, a scheduled 
virtual vigil was conducted per DAR 
offices. Her remains lie in state at their 
residence in Baringcucurong Suyo, 
Ilocos Sur. Interment will be on January 
19, 2022, at 8:00 in the morning.

(NIACIT), which comprised of representatives 
from the Land Bank of the Philippines (LBP), 
Department of Agriculture (DA), Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), 
and Local Government Unit (LGU),” Alteza 
said.
As land coverage problems had been resolved, 
however, other concerns propped up, such as the 
abandoning of previously selected beneficiaries, 
the non-payment of landowners’ shares, and the 
determination of the metes and bounds of the 
area allocated to the farmers.
The Alsuas also raised worry over unpaid rentals 
owed to them by the tenants for the last two 
decades.
“In a dialogue, we reminded the farmer-occupants 
that under the law of the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program, they are obliged to pay the rent 
to the landowners when it becomes due, and until 
such time the CLOAs have been transferred into 
their names.,” she said
Alteza said that the land acquisition process 
was not an overnight success as it was a long 
and painstaking process, but the DAR Albay 
personnel, together with the members of NIACIT, 
ignored the hardships and they persevered and 
succeeded.

JANUARY 15 JANUARY 16

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in the province of Sorsogon 
celebrated its recent milestone with 
a virtual awarding ceremony which 
granted the DAR Sorgoson with an 
ISO 9001:2015 Quality Management 
System (QMS) Certification by 
the Worldwide Quality Assurance 
(WQA), the Philippines and 
Indonesia, held in Villa Isabel Hotel 
and Resort in this province.
DAR Bicol Regional Director 
Rodrigo Realubit said the officials 
and employees of the agency 
commemorated the accolade since 
Sorsogon was the first provincial 
office in DAR Region 5 to pass the 
2015 version of the ISO 9001 QMS 

on its first try.
“The QMS will help the entire 
organization in the delivery of 
quality services. To attain quality, 
the province established interactive 
systems and processes, that are 
customer-focused, conform to the 
ISO Standards, and compliant to all 
statutory, mandatory, and regulatory 
laws,” Realubit said.
Realubit challenged the employees 
to continue providing the highest 
level of service deserving of 
international recognition.
Secretary Bernie F. Cruz, in his 
virtual message, commended the 
DAR Sorsogon employees for 

JANUARY 16

DAR SORSOGON – FIRST PROVINCIAL OFFICE 
IN DAR BICOL REGION TO GET ISO
9001:2015 CERTIFIED

continuation to page 8
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JANUARY 18

DAR SORSOGON – FIRST 
PROVINCIAL OFFICE IN DAR 
BICOL REGION TO GETISO

9001:2015 CERTIFIED

DAR LAUNCHES 
CONSTRUCTION OF A 

BRIDGE FOR ZAMBO DEL 
NORTE FARMERS

DAR GIVES MSU LAND TO FARMERS, FRESH 
GRADUATES OF ORIENTAL MINDORO

addressing the demands of improving work procedures and systems, 
which earned them the award.
“You must continue to work together since our mission and 
responsibilities under the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program 
remain to be challenging. As a team, we have a responsibility to deliver 
our commitments and the agrarian reform beneficiaries (ARBs) need 
to be involved. We have to make a difference,” Cruz said.
Meanwhile, Sorsogon Governor Francis Joseph Escudero, via his 
representative Board Member Ed Atutubo, extended his warmest 
congratulations to the DAR Sorsogon for achieving the milestone 
during his tenure.
“This is another milestone for the office as we provide the highest 
quality services to our clients. This certification means that DAR’s 
services to the ARBs were enhanced and improved. By adhering to our 
QMS, we will continually strive to provide the finest service we can do 
to our clients,” Sorsogon agrarian reform chief Nida A. Santiago said.
The Certificate of Registration certifies that the DAR provincial 
office of Sorsogon maintains a system that meets ISO 9001:2015 
requirements. It covers services linked to Land Tenure Security 
Program (LTSP), the Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries Development and 
Sustainability Program (ARBDSP), Agrarian Justice Delivery (AJD), 
and the Support to Operations Division (STOD).
The province will undergo re-certification in the year 2024.

The long wait is over for 
220 farmers, including fresh-
graduates of agriculture, who 
received their Certificates of 
Land Ownership Award (CLOA) 
from the Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR), in a distribution 
ceremony held on January 17 at the 
gymnasium of the Mindoro State 
University here.
“I thank God and the government for 
this land title. I now have something 
to pass on to my children,” said 
Rosalie Pimentero, 61 years old, 
from barangay Alcate in Victoria.
Royson Apostol, a 24-year-old 
graduate of agriculture was very 
excited when he received his 
CLOA.
“This land and my knowledge in 
modern farming would greatly help 
my family economically. I will 
do my best to augment our family 
income,” Apostol said.

not intend to abandon, pawn, or sell 
the land,” Distor said.
Distor added that the land they 
have acquired can be passed on to 
their children so that farming and 
producing crops will continue and 
will eventually benefit the country’s 
economy and ensure food security.
DAR Regional Director Marvin 
Bernal said that among the CLOA 
recipients, three are graduates of 
agriculture courses.
Citing DAR’s Administrative Order 
No. 3, series of 2020, or the awarding 
of agricultural lands to qualified 
graduates or four-year degrees in 
agriculture or related fields for 
their economic empowerment and 
growth of the nation. Bernal said the 
graduates were given not more than 
three hectares each.
Beneficiaries of the program 

More than 50 agrarian reform 
beneficiaries (ARBs) and residents 
from the adjacent barangays in 
Head-tipan, Mutia, Zamboanga del 
Norte will stand to benefit from 
the groundbreaking ceremony 
conducted by the Department 
of Agrarian Reform’s (DAR) 
in partnership with the local 
government of Mutia, for the 
construction of the ‘Tulay ng 
Pangulo para sa Kaunlarang Pang-
agraryo’ (TPKP) bridge project.
Provincial Agrarian Reform 
Program Officer II Rizzel B. 
Villanueva said the bridge would 
connect the villages of barangay 
Diland and Head-tipan to the market 
centers and would benefit other 
neighboring towns and barangays in 
the area.
He said the project, which involves 
a nationwide construction of 418 
builder unibridge from France, is a 

Together with the DAR officials 
of Oriental Mindoro, DAR 
Undersecretary Elmer Distor, led 
the distribution of agricultural lands 
covering 346 hectares located in 
Barangays Alcate and Villa Cerveza 
in Victoria.
According to Distor, the agricultural 
lands distributed is the property 
owned by the Mindoro State 
University acquired through 
Executive Order No. 75.
EO 75 was signed into law by 
President Duterte on February 1, 
2019, paving the way for DAR 
to facilitate the processing of idle 
and abandoned government-owned 
lands that can be covered under the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program (CARP).
“If you are a beneficiary of EO 75, 
it’s free, you don’t have to pay even 
a single centavo, all you need is to 
make the land productive. Please do 

include those who completed a 
four-year bachelor’s degree in 
agriculture as certified by the 
registrar of the institution, who 
are landless, willing, able, and 
capable to cultivate and make the 
land productive, living in the town 
where the DAR acquired unused 
government-owned lands and 
where landholding is located and 
is certified as not a CARP applicant 
or an agrarian reform beneficiary 
(ARB).
“This is the government’s move 
to create a spark to get young 
people’s desire to get back into 
farming especially with the right 
skills obtained from the agricultural 
school. DAR believes they can 
contribute to fortifying and 
securing second-generation “techy” 
farmers,” Bernal said.

double lane modular steel unibridge 
with a total length of 28.8 linear 
meters and a width of 7 meters.
“I am anticipating that through this 
project, our ARBs will have better 
access to market their products and 
eventually increase their income 
and improve their lives,” Villanueva 
said.
Villanueva led the laying of the 
capsule for the groundbreaking 
construction of the bridge that 
will link the town’s agrarian 
reform communities to the 
economic mainstream and open up 
development potentials in line with 
President Rodrigo Duterte’s ten (10) 
Point Agenda of job creation and 
decentralization of progress.
Mutia Municipal Mayor Lorrymir 
S. Adasa thanked the national 
government for the bridge despite 
the many challenges the country is 
facing.

continuation from page 7
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DAR CHIEF 
POSITIVE WITH 
CORONAVIRUS, 
URGE EMPLOYEES 
TO STAY SAFE

DAR CAVITE GOES HIGH-TECH IN ASSESSING 
LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT OF ARCS AND ARBOS

Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) Secretary Bernie Cruz 
announced through a DAR 
memorandum that he is now in 
isolation in his home after he was 
tested positive for COVID-19.
In the said memorandum, Cruz 
disclosed on Monday, January 
17, that his RT-PCR (reverse 
transcription-polymerase chain 
reaction) test administered a 
day before his attendance in the 
scheduled land distribution in 
Oriental Mindoro came back 
positive.
His memorandum assured that the 

the activity was a success,” Cruz 
said.
Cruz said that he ordered DAR 
Undersecretary Elmer Distor to 
represent him in the activity of 
distributing agricultural lands to 
220 agrarian reform beneficiaries in 
Victoria, Oriental Mindoro.
“I am very thankful that I remain 
asymptomatic. I am in quarantine 
now and following the established 
health protocols to protect 
everyone,” Cruz said.
He urged everyone he recently 
had contact with to observe health 
protocols set by the Inter-Agency 

Program Officer II James Arthur T. 
Dubongco said.
Dubongco noted that most of the 
agrarian development interventions 
given to the farmers are passed 
on through the ARBOs and the 
ARCs since they are composed 
of farmers who are united in their 
goals to improve their agriculture 
and economic lives. Thus, he said 
they know more what to prioritize 
in terms of the requirements of the 
organization.
“Investment, in terms of programs, 
projects and interventions are 
focused in these ARCs and 
ARBOs,” he said.
Dubongco said the DAR Cavite 
started its IT assessment last Dec 
2021 and as of January 2022, four (4) 
ARCs, seven (7) ARBOs and fifty 
(50) agrarian reform beneficiaries 

covid-19 pandemic will not deter 
the agency from continuing its 
service to farmers and stakeholders. 
Albeit remotely, he promises to 
continue performing his duties and 
responsibilities until his physical 
return to the office.
He said he announced the result to 
make his officials and employees 
aware of his condition, and for 
easy contact tracing of those he had 
encountered.
“I share my, and our agrarian 
reform beneficiaries’ joy, that even 
if I wasn’t able to attend the land 
distribution in Oriental Mindoro, 

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in the province of Cavite has 
conducted a series of information 
technology-enabled assessment 
system (IT-eASy) for agrarian 
reform communities (ARCs) and 
agrarian reform beneficiaries 
organizations (ARBOs), specifically 
in F. de Castro, General Mariano 
Alvarez and Pasong Kawayan II, 
General Trias, to level off their 
stages of development
“There is a need to assess the level 
of organizational maturity of the 
ARCs and the ARBOs for the 
DAR to be aware of the basic and 
advance interventions that has been 
provided to these groups in terms of 
land tenure improvement, agrarian 
justice delivery and effective 
delivery of support services,” DAR-
Cavite Provincial Agrarian Reform 

Task Force on Emerging Infectious 
Diseases (IATF-EID) and the DAR.
Despite testing positive, Cruz said 
the people he met recently and on 
the day of his RT-PCR test are all 
well and all are negative of the 
covid virus.
“I thank President Rodrigo Duterte 
and Senator Bong Go for fully 
supporting the DOH (Department of 
Health) for the vaccination program 
that we have in the country. Because 
of it, we don’t have to fear the fatal 
effects of the virus. Once you are 
vaccinated, getting infected will no 
longer be severe or fatal,” Cruz said.

(ARBs) has been assessed.
He disclosed that since 1993, 
DAR has adopted the development 
of ARCs as its main strategy to 
propel economic growth and rural 
development in the countryside. The 
strategy has identified five (5) levels 
of ARC development, starting of 
with level 1 as the basic intervention 
and level 5 as the advanced stage of 
interventions provided by the DAR 
and other agencies.
Dubongco said the General Mariano 
Alvarez ARC alone is composed 
of three (3) ARBOs, the Agrarian 
Reform Beneficiaries Association, 
Gen. Mariano Alvarez, Cavite 
(ARBAGMAC), Brgy Kua Farmers, 
Owners, Workers Association 
(BKFOWA) and LUZVIMIN MPC.
Caesario Mullet, Chairman of 
Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries 

Association, Gen. Mariano Alvarez, 
Cavite (ARBAGMAC) said that 
due to the pandemic, the operation 
of their cooperative has been 
temporarily suspended and that they 
plan to borrow under the Agrarian 
Production Credit Program (APCP) 
to recuperate.
Dubongco said the DAR would 
intensify the provision of support 
services by creating more ARBOs 
nationwide and provide them with 
infrastructures, farm machinery 
and equipment, farm inputs, credit 
assistance, and livelihood training, 
among other support services to 
ensure the ARBs’ success.
ARCs are cluster of contiguous 
barangays within a municipality 
where majority of lands have been 
awarded to a critical mass of ARBs.

JANUARY 20

JANUARY 21
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JANUARY 22

JANUARY 23 JANUARY 24

DAR TURNS OVER 
PHP1.6-M FARM 

EQUIPMENT TO ZAMBO 
SIBUGAY FARMERS

The Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR) in the province of 
Zamboanga Sibugay recently turn 
over PhP1,645,300 worth of farm 
machinery and equipment to six 
(6) agrarian reform beneficiaries 
organizations (ARBOs) to boost the 
livelihood of its member-farmers.
The 6 ARBOs which include 
the Patalon Estate Agrarian 
Reform Beneficiaries Corporation 
(PEARBC), Silingan Rubber 
Farmer’s Association (SIRFA), 
Palomoc Agrarian Reform 
Beneficiaries Multi-Purpose 
Cooperative (PARBEMCO), 
Dansulao Integrated Development 
Multi-Purpose Cooperative, 
Small Water Impounding System 
Association (SWISA), and Tomitom 
Rubber Farmer’s Association, 
received various farm equipment 
including rotavator/power tiller, 
power sprayer, garden rake, 
backpack sprayer, wheelbarrow, 
spade/shovel, pruning shear, and 
water pump.
Provincial Agrarian Reform 

To ensure food sufficiency in the 
countryside, the Department of 
Agrarian Reform (DAR) in the 
province of North Cotabato recently 
provided a vegetable farming starter 
kit with a combined amount of 
Php 53,890.00 to Amazion Agrarian 
Reform Beneficiaries Association.
Provincial Agrarian Reform 
Program Officer II Rodolfo Alburo 
said the farming kit received by 
the DAR-assisted organization was 
provided under the Buhay sa Gulay 
project.
“The Buhay sa Gulay project is 
designed as a self-help start-up 
livelihood project. It also aims to 
reduce poverty and eradicate hunger, 
particularly in marginalized urban 
barangays,” Alburo said.
Alburo said the organization was 
provided with a starter kit consisting 
of vegetable seeds, fertilizers, and 

The Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR) in Bataan has 
turned over PhP1.9 million worth 
of farm machinery and equipment 
(FME) and agri-inputs to four 
(4) agrarian reform beneficiaries 
organizations (ARBOs) to elevate 
and improve the quality of life of 
167 agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) and 80 non-ARBs in the 
province.
DAR-Bataan provincial agrarian 
reform program officer II Engr. 
Emmanuel G. Aguinaldo said 
the initiative is part of the 
major crop-based block farm 
productivity enhancement project 
under the Climate Resilient Farm 
Productivity Support (CRFPS) 
and Sustainable Livelihood 
Disaster Affected Area (SLDAA) 
project of the DAR.
He disclosed that the FME worth 

Program Officer II (PARPO) 
Mohammad Dassan Adju divulged 
that 1,077 agrarian reform 
beneficiaries, comprising of 514 
males and 563 females, will benefit 
from this project.
“The distribution of farm equipment 
is implemented through the 
Enhanced Partnership Against 
Hunger and Poverty (EPAHP) 
Program, a government initiative 
which aims to mitigate hunger, 
ensure food security, and establish 
sustainable agriculture in the 
country,” he said.
He also added that Buluan 
Community Cooperative 
(BACOMCO) and JR Garcia Multi-
Purpose Cooperative are also set to 
receive the same equipment soon.
PARPO I Lorna Salera and Chief 
Agrarian Reform Program Officer 
Anthony Teves accompanied Adju 
in distributing the said equipment 
to the president and representatives 
of the recipient ARBOs, held at the 
DAR provincial office in the town 
of Ipil.

gardening equipment.
Felix Ajoc, Jr., President of Amazion 
ARB Association is grateful for 
the various vegetable seeds they 
received from the DAR including 
the cans of eggplant, bitter gourd, 
and cucumber, and pouches of string 
beans and okra.
The kit also includes six sacks of 
16-20-0 and seven sacks of 18-46-0 
fertilizers.
“The two units of battery-operated 
sprayer, seven units of hand sprayer, 
eight rolls of vegetable twine, two 
pieces of asarol (hoe), seven rolls of 
atlas tie given to us will be a big help 
in improving our crops,” Ajoc said.
The members of Amazion ARB 
Association will be planting various 
vegetables to at least half of a 
hectare of land to ensure a sufficient 
and continuous supply of food in the 
local market.

Php1.750 million was awarded 
to Pantingan Farmers and Plant 
Nursery Agrarian Reform 
Cooperative, Barangay Quinawan 
Agriculture Cooperative, 
Mambog Farmers Association, 
and Organic Farmers Association 
of Abucay.
“The department procured one 
(1) 1 unit- 4-wheel drive tractor 
35-40HP (Kubota brand), 1 
unit- hand tractor with complete 
implements, 7HP diesel engine, 
cage wheel, disc plow, rubber tire 
combtooth and a trailer, 1 unit- 
generator, 2 units- diesel 2x2 
engine, 2 units- four-stroke grass 
cutter, 1 unit- power sprayer with 
100m hose, 1 unit- steel chainsaw 
with standard guide bar 20”,“ 
Aguinaldo said.
He said that these farm machinery 
will be a great help especially at 

DAR ENSURES FOOD SECURITY 
IN NORTH COTABATO THROUGH 

DISTRIBUTION OF FARMING 
STARTER KIT

DAR TURNS OVER P1.9 M-WORTH 
FARM MACHINERY AND AGRI INPUTS 

TO BATAAN FARMERS ORG

continue to page 11
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DAR TURNS OVER P1.9-M 
WORTH FARM MACHINERY 
AND AGRI INPUTS TO BATAAN 
FARMERS ORG

To ensure that agrarian justice is 
dispensed in the countryside, the 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) recently resolved the decade 
issue on land ownership between 
two (2) contesting families at Brgy. 
Ilian, Matalam, Cotabato.
Provincial Agrarian Reform Program 
Officer II Rodolfo Alburo said the 
DAR visited the area because of the 
report reaching their office that the 
two families had been quarreling on 
the ownership and boundaries of the 
land that caused tensions and feuds 

He disclosed that the DAR 
conducted a relocation survey to the 
landholding situated at Barangay 
Ilian to determine the metes 
and bounds of the disputed lots 
measuring some 5.2084 hectares 
with technical description under Lot 
No. 4134, CSD 911.
“We are committed to settling their 
issue in the most diplomatic and 
peaceful way, thus we conducted 
mediation conference to settle the 
disputes between the claimants and 
the actual occupants,” Alburo said.

this time of the pandemic because it will enhance and sustain 
the agricultural productivity of the ARBs.
“SLDAA Agri inputs worth Php 100,000.00 was also distributed 
to three (3) ARBOs, specifically the Barangay Quinawan 
Agriculture Cooperative, Mambog Farmers Association, and 
Organic Farmers Association of Abucay,” he added.
Aguinaldo disclosed that each ARBO is a recipient of various 
seedlings which include 10 sachet- siling panigang, 5 sachet-
eggplant, 16 sachet-string beans, 7 sachet–squash,7 sachet-
upo (bottle gourd), 18 pcs- seedling tray, 4 rolls-plastic mulch, 
10 pcs-trelling twine, 116.67 kilograms 16-20-0 ammonia 
phosphate, 116.67 kgs- 14-14-14 complete fertilizer, 116.67 
kgs- 0-0-60 muriate of phosphate, 4 packs- fungicide, 2 liters- 
insecticide and 1 liter- foliar.
Dante Torre, chairman of the Pantingan Farmers and Plant 
Nursery Agrarian Reform Coop. expressed his gratitude to the 
department on behalf of their association for exerting all efforts 
to help the farmers and ARBs despite all the hurdles brought by 
the pandemic.
The CRFPS is geared towards building the resiliency of 
agrarian reform communities nationwide to enhance and 
sustain the agricultural productivity of farmers’ organizations, 
by providing farm machinery and livelihood activities to uplift 
the lives of its members.
The SLSDAA program, on the other hand, aims to develop 
alternative livelihood or restoration and rehabilitation of the 
existing livelihood that were affected by the impacts of climate 
change.

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in the province of Sultan 
Kudarat recently handed out various 
farm inputs and tools to Silang 
Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries 
Association (SARBA) to launch a 
vegetable gardening project in the 
town of Bagumbayan.
Dubbed as “pinakbet garden” by the 
farmer-members of SARBA, a DAR-
assisted organization, this project is 
expected to provide additional income 
to the farmers and become a part of 
the town’s sustainable food source 
amidst pandemic.
Vegetable crops such as eggplant, 
okra, string beans, squash, and 
tomatoes among others would be 
planted to a 5,000-square meter lot 
in Barangay Silang and are seen to be 

in the area.
“The contested area was covered 
under the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program (CARP) in 2002 
through the Voluntary Offer-to-Sell 
scheme. The conflict escalated when 
the family of Rodrigo Matiman, the 
land titleholder, who are absentees 
and not in actual occupation, came 
to claim the land while the family 
of Haron Dilangalen, the actual 
occupants, are persistently claiming 
the said piece of lands,” Alburo 
related.

harvested within three to four months.
Provincial Agrarian Reform Program 
Officer II Mary Jane Aguilar said the 
farming kits, consisting of various 
vegetable seedlings, fertilizer, and 
tools, were provided under the Buhay 
sa Gulay project.
“The Buhay sa Gulay project is 
designed as a self-help start-up 
livelihood project. It also aims to 
reduce poverty and eradicate hunger, 
particularly in marginalized urban 
barangays,” she said.
Aguilar added that Buhay sa Gulay 
Project is implemented by the 
department nationwide to help the 
government address food security 
in the country as well as provide the 
farmers with an additional source of 
income.

SULTAN KUDARAT 
FARMERS TO LAUNCH 
“PINAKBET GARDEN”

continue to page 12
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JANUARY 27

DAR SETTLES DECADE-OLD 
LAND OWNERSHIP DISPUTE 
IN COTABATO

PANGASINAN FARMERS 
CELEBRATE WITH A NEW 
FARM TRACTOR FROM DAR

The mediation team was headed by the DAR Provincial Office 
Legal Division Chief Atty. Rahyll Saga, Matalam DAR Municipal 
Agrarian Reform Program Officers (MARPOs) Mary Joy Clarito, 
and Roberto Taberna with the joint intervention of the 90 Infantry 
Battalion of the Philippine Army headed by 1Lt. Julius Gaite.
Saga divulged that with thorough analyses and considerations, and in 
order to pacify both parties through a win-win solution, the Matimans 
and Dilangalens have agreed to divide the land accordingly.
He elaborated that both families agreed, that Lot No. 4334-D 
measuring 1.3021 hectares will be given to the Matimans while three 
(3) hectares consisting of Lot Nos. 4134-A, 4134-B, and a portion of 
4134-C will be given to the Dilangalens.
MARPO Clarito expressed her gratefulness to the people who had 
been instrumental in helping them settle the land ownership which 
includes, the barangay officials led by Chairman Cutin Idtug, the 
residents, and the involved families for their participation and 
cooperation.
“We also thank the DAR Cotabato Survey team for the successful 
relocation survey and remonumenting of the said lots,” she said.

Famers here are happy to start the 
year with expectations of bountiful 
harvests after the Department of 
Agrarian Reform (DAR) turned over 
a 4-wheel drive tractor to the farmer-
members of Sitio Mapita High 
Value Crop Growers Association 
(SMHVCGA), Inc.
Just this week, half a dozen men 
crowd around a bright orange farm 
tractor as a mechanic and farm 
machinery operator teach them the 
basics of using a rotovator. The 
members of the SMHVCGA will 
soon become full-fledged operators 
who will lead this community-based 
farm machinery rental enterprise in 
their sitio.
The men then take turns in operating 
their organization’s tractor, 
motivated to begin the year with 
an enterprise that will be the first in 
Mapita.
DAR Assistant Regional Director 
Ma. Anna Francisco, who is also 
the Provincial Agrarian Reform 
Program Officer of Pangasinan said 
50 members of the cooperative will 
directly benefit from the farm tractor.
“The tractor would not only The Department of Agrarian 

Reform (DAR) provincial office 
in Apayao recently conducted free 
legal assistance to mediate cases 
involving tenancy agreements 
of landowners and tenants in the 
vicinity of Bagutong, Flora, Apayao.
Regional Director Atty. Eugene 
Follante encouraged the conduct 
of out-of-court solutions to all 
tenancy issues as part of the free 
legal services of the DAR under the 
Agrarian Justice Delivery (AJD) 
component of the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program (CARP).
“DARPO Apayao thru its Legal 
Division will continue to facilitate 
and provide legal assistance to the 
Yapayao tribe,” Follante said.
Follante said the DAR lawyers and 
legal experts, aside from conducting 

increase their farm production, but 
it would also add income to their 
cooperative,” Francisco said.
“Higher farm yields would help 
increase the cooperative’s income, 
which would eventually contribute 
to ensuring enough food supply in 
the community,” Francisco added.
On that same day, the cooperative 
led a simple thanksgiving rite under 
the sturdy roof of a shelter that they 
constructed to house the farm tractor 
that they had received from the 
DAR.
The SMHVCGA, Inc. is one of the 
five agrarian reform beneficiary 
organizations in Pangasinan that 
each received a 4-wheel drive farm 
tractor under the DAR’s Climate-
Resilient Farm Productivity Support 
(CRFPS) project. Members who are 
agrarian reform beneficiaries also 
received a unit of stainless knapsack 
sprayer, high-germination-rate 
seeds, insecticides, and fertilizers 
to jumpstart this year’s planting 
season. The CRFPS had a fund of 
₱6.24 million which benefitted 250 
farmers, including those of Sitio 
Mapita. free legal assistance at the DAR 

Apayao office, will personally 
visit various communities in the 
countryside to bring the agrarian 
service closer to the public through 
its free mobile legal clinics dubbed 
as Agrarian Reform Justice on 
Wheels (ARJOW).
“The department is now in the 
process of sustaining the ‘zero 
backlog’ program to avoid the piling 
up of pending cases,” he said.
He said the DAR Apayao 
Legal Division held free legal 
consultations, counseling, and 
legal services to help the agrarian 
reform beneficiaries (ARBs) in the 
communities resolve their problems, 
issues, and concerns involving lands 
and other agrarian reform-related 
cases.

continuation from page 11
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“DARPO Apayao Legal Division 
headed by OIC-Chief Legal Division 
Nonnette Gorospe discussed to 
them their rights and obligations as 
farmer-beneficiaries and focused on 
topics like arbitration and mediation 
to reduce conflicts developing into 
court cases,” he said.
ARJOW is part of the “zero 
backlog’ case policy initiated by the 

The Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) distributed yesterday, 
January 27, 2022, a total of 33.1488 
hectares of agricultural lands, 
portions of which were formerly 
covered as resettlement areas, to 
sixty-one (61) agrarian reform 
beneficiaries (ARBs) in Nueva 
Ecija.
DAR Secretary Bernie F. Cruz 
who led the ceremonial awarding 
ceremony held at the municipal 
gymnasium in Pantabangan advised 
them to till the lands awarded to 
them and make it productive.
“It is payback time and these lands 
are considered as gifts to the people 
of Pantabangan for the sacrifices 
they have experienced when 
floodwaters from the then newly-
created dam submerged their town 
and its environs,’ he said.
DAR-Nueva Ecija Provincial 
Agrarian Reform Program Officer 
II Eden B. Ponio disclosed that the 
land titles covering 33.1488 hectares 
of agricultural lands are located in 
the municipalities of Talavera and 
Pantabangan Nueva Ecija.
“DAR has successfully worked 

Farmer-members of Bongabon 
Dairy Cooperative expressed 
their gratitude to the Department 
of Agrarian Reform (DAR) as 
the agency turned over a dairy 
milk processing facility worth 
Php300,000.00 which would benefit 
a total of 39 members, consisting 
of 37 agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs).
DAR Secretary Bernie F. Cruz said 
various government agencies have 
been instrumental in helping the 
farmers in the area.
“The cooperation of government 
agencies, the dreams of the farmers, 
and the willingness of the local 
government unit to help the farmers 
inspired me,” he said.
DAR Central Luzon Regional 
Director James Arsenio Ponce said 
the enhancement of the 62.5 square 
meter dairy milk processing facility 
within the 144 square meter lot of 
the Bongabon Dairy Cooperative 
was made possible through the 
joint efforts of several government 
agencies.
Ponce said the Bongabon Dairy 
Cooperative is among the DAR-
assisted agrarian reform beneficiary 
organizations (ARBOs) which 
availed the business development 
service with support facility under 
the Village Level Farm Focused 
Enterprise Development (VLFED) 
of the DAR.
He said the total VLFED project 
cost amounts to Php 300,000.00, 
with the Bongabon local 
government unit (LGU) providing 
their counterpart amounting to 
Php500,000.00. The Department 
of Trade and Industry, Philippine 
Carabao Center, and the Department 
of Science and Technology-Region 
III provided technical assistance 
support and extension services to 
the cooperative.
“The VLFED project aims to 
enhance the products of farmers 
through the provision of appropriate 
facilities and equipment,” Ponce 

DAR Legal Affairs Office (LAO) 
under the AJD to provide social 
justice to the farmers in the country. 
It aims to provide legal support to 
farmers in the course of agrarian 
disputes through alternative dispute 
resolution such as mediation, and 
questions in the identification and 
selection of farmer-beneficiaries, 
among others.

out to distribute CLOAs, some of 
which were formerly covered as a 
resettlement area under Republic 
Act (RA) No. 3844,” Ponio said.
Pantabangan Municipal Mayor 
Roberto T. Agdipa thanked the DAR 
for the blessing of providing land 
titles in the form of CLOAs to the 
farmers in his municipality.
“You will be our partner in the 
fulfillment of the dreams of our 
countrymen to give them their own 
lot and title so that everyone from 
Talavera and Pantabangan can say 
that their land is finally their own,” 
ani Agdipa.
Farmer-beneficiary Andres 
Linsangan Jr. of West Poblacion, 
Pantabangan thanked God for the 
blessing of a CLOA, which he had 
long prayed for.
“I would like to thank President 
Rodrigo Duterte for giving ample 
attention to the agrarian reform 
program and also to Secretary 
Bernie Cruz and Regional Director 
James Arsenio O. Ponce for always 
catering to the needs of the farmers,” 
he said.

said.
He said the VLFED project aims 
to establish a sustainable Income-
Generating Project (IGP) in the 
area and provide additional income 
to the ARBs, develop rural-
based entrepreneurs, upgrade the 
production, processing, packaging, 
distribution, and marketing of 
products, at the same time augment 
the ARBO’s income.
Mario B. dela Cruz, Chairperson of 
the Bongabon Dairy Cooperative 
said that with the completion of 
the construction of the processing 
center, the cooperative members 
can now work together in their 
milk trading and milk processing 
with a common goal of helping and 
making their endeavor beneficial not 
only to the officers and members of 
the cooperative but also to the whole 
community of Bongabon.
“The facility is expected to boost 
the income of the cooperative since 
this will become as an additional 
livelihood for our members, as we 
simultaneously engage in other 
farming activities such planting of 
palay, onion, tomatoes, and pakbet 
vegetables,” Cruz said.
He recognized the initiative of the 
department in looking after the 
ARBO’s welfare saying: “What we 
are today, we owe everything to the 
DAR and other partner agencies.”
Together with the DAR Secretary 
during the turnover ceremony were 
Bongabon Local Chief Executive 
Allan Xystus A. Gamilla, Philippine 
Carabao Center Executive Director 
Dr. Ronnie D. Domingo, DAR 
Assistant Secretary Atty. Maria 
Celestina M. Tam, Undersecretary 
for Finance, Management and 
Administration Office Atty. Lucius 
Jun-jun G. Malsi, Central Luzon 
Regional Director James Arsenio O. 
Ponce, Provincial Agrarian Reform 
Program Officer II (PARPO) Eden 
B. Ponio, PARPO Josephine K. 
Aguinaldo, and other coop officials 
and members.
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The Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR) in the province 
of Cagayan recently conducted 
orientation and cascading of the 
latest DAR programs and projects 
to strengthen the Barangay 
Agrarian Reform Committee 
(BARC) in the town of Gonzaga.
Cagayan Valley Regional 
Director Samuel Solomero said 
the BARC’s active participation 
in the implementation of the 
Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program (CARP) in 
the community ensures the 
success of agrarian reform in the 
countryside.
“The department recognizes 
the importance of the 
farmers, landowners, 
agrarian reform beneficiaries 
organizations, and other CARP-
stakeholders’ participation in 
the planning, organization, 

To help ensure food security in 
the country, the Department of 
Agrarian Reform (DAR) in the 
province of Apayao recently 
distributed vegetable farming 
starter kit to Dagupan Luna 
Apayao Farmers Association.
The farm inputs and tools were 
provided under the “Buhay 
sa Gulay” project through the 
agency’s Program Beneficiaries 
Development Division.
The Buhay sa Gulay project aims 
and encourages the beneficiaries to 
promote urban gardening to rural 
areas to sustain the productivity 
of vegetable supply amidst the 
Covid19 pandemic.
OIC-Provincial Agrarian Reform 

Forty- two (42) newly promoted 
and appointed personnel of the 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR) in Central Luzon recently 
took their oath to begin their 
journey to serve the agrarian reform 
beneficiaries (ARBs) of the agency, 
in a simple rite held in Clark Freeport 
Zone, Pampanga.
DAR Secretary Bernie F. Cruz, 
who administered the oath-taking, 
advised the employees to do their 
best to serve the public and the 
people.
“I would like to congratulate all of you 
on your new appointments. I greatly 
look forward to you maintaining your 
integrity, dedication, and honesty in 
public service,” Cruz said.
DAR-Central Luzon Regional 
Director James Arsenio Ponce 
said that the DAR is implementing 
comprehensive programs and 
services for the empowerment of 
the farmers who are the primary 
beneficiaries of the agrarian reform 
program of the government.
Ponce stressed that these programs 
and services will be realized through 
the pledge and commitment of the 
DAR officials and personnel to 

and effective management 
of the program,” he said.
Solomero added that this activity 
is a laudable initiative by the field 
office of Gonzaga.
Gonzaga Municipal Agrarian 
Reform Program Officer Edgar 
Cordova said they were given 
updates on the latest policies and 
activities of the department’s 
programs.
“This activity also served as an 
avenue for discussing and sharing 
the problems and solutions they 
have encountered in the past, as 
well as other legal issues they 
may encounter,” he said.
The orientation, held in Cagayan 
State University Campus Sta. 
Clara, was also participated 
in by the uniformed men of 
the 58th Infantry Battalion, 
local government unit, and the 
barangay officials.

Program Officer II Artemio L. 
Dumaoang said the farming kit 
received by the DAR-assisted 
organization would help the 
province in providing another 
source of food to its residents.
The project is designed as a self-
help start-up livelihood project. It 
also aims to reduce poverty and 
eradicate hunger, particularly in 
marginalized urban barangays.
The recipient organization, in their 
statement, said that the Buhay 
sa Gulay project would be a big 
help to them because aside from 
providing nutritious food to the 
province it would also serve as 
an additional source of income to 
them.

become good public servants.
“I firmly believe that all of you 
will become valuable assets of our 
beloved agency,” Ponce said.
Senior Agrarian Reform Program 
Officer (SARPO) Perlita Quito, one 
of the 42 newly promoted personnel 
of DAR-Bulacan who has been in the 
department for more than 2 decades, 
stressed the importance of being 
patient in reaching for a specific goal 
in life.
“It is with great honor to earn the 
trust and confidence of the DAR 
management for them to finally 
approve my promotion,” exclaimed 
Quito after the oath administered by 
Cruz.
She assured the DAR management 
to continually help the ARBs by 
performing her job to the best of her 
ability.
Among the 42 employees, twenty-
one (21) are newly promoted and 
twenty-one (21) are new appointees. 
The two (2) new appointees are new 
applicants and nineteen (19) had 
already served the DAR as contract 
of service (COS) for several years.
Health and safety protocols were 
strictly observed during the activity.
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