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ADMINISTRATIVE ORD i NO. A

series of 18854

Li.

SUBJKCT  POLICY GUIDELINES AND OPERATING PROCEDURES IN 7THE
IDENTIFICATION AND ACQUISITION oF IDLE OR
ABANDONED LANDS

FREFATORY STATEMENT

The 1987 Constitution mandated the institution of the
Comprehensive Agrarian HReform Program (CARP) to promote
social justice to ensure the dignity, welfare, and security
of all the people, regulate the acquisition, ownership, use,
enjoyment and disposition of private property and equitably
diffuse property ouwnership and profits.

Further, R.A. No. 6657 provides that "“the State shall bhe
Muided by the principle that land has a social funation and
Landownership has a social responsibility. *

Under K.A. No. 6657, the coverage of idle or abandoned
Langs regardless of size is a priority and thesie landa shall
be subject to immediate acquisitlion and digbribution
2ubject to the retention rightes as provided for by law,

KESTATKEMENT OF POLICY

4. The Department is mandated to initiate the sexpropriation
or acguisition of idle or abandoned agriculbtural lands
at. the earliezt possible time for distribution to thsa
farmer-beneficiaries (FBs) of Gthe agrarian retorm
rrogram pursuant to Sectlon 22 ol Article XVIII of the
1587 Constitution and as reiterated in Secticn 18 (h) of
Executive Order No. 279,

B. The Department is likewise directed undersr Sectiorn 7 of
R.A. - No. 6857 to plan and program in coordination with
the Presidential Agrarian Reform Council (PARC) the
acguisition and distribution of ,all idle ar ahandaned
agricultural lands rsgardless of size, as pne of the
oriorities in Phase One thersof

COVERAGE

The pelicies above shall apply to &1l 4dle or abandoned
iands a3 defined under Section 3 (e) of K. A. No. 8657 (e
Wit "idle or Abandoned Land refer to any agrictitural

iand rot cultivated, tilled or developed to produce any crup
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nor devoted tr any specific eccmomic purpose continuously
for a perioc of three (3) years immediately prior to  the
receipt of 1 tice of acquisition by the government as
provided unde this Act., but does rnt incluc land that has
pecome perman 1tly or regnularly devoted to non-sgricnl tnral

purpoge. 1+ does not include land ewhich has bhecone
unproduc .ve by regson of forde majeure ar
any oth r fortultous event, provided that prior to gueh
avent., ich land was previously used for agricultural or

sLhey ec .nomic purpose’ .

OFEHATING PROCEDURE

A The Municipal Agrarian Reform Officer (MARD) s=hall
observe the following procedures in the identification
and coverage of idle or abandoned agricultural lands.

1. jdentify all idle or abandoned lands in all oitles
or municipalities within his area of coverajfe Feap
this purpose, the initial reckoning period shall be

three (3) years prior to Notlice of Acgulsition [
the case of idle or abandoned lands which do not yat
fall within the three-year period, these =hall bhe
monitored for future coverage

Cover the identified idle or abandoned lands under
compulsory acquigition of private agricultural i ands
using the normal procedures but with the fTollowing
modifications:

o

s Indicate in the Notice of Coverage {1/4 Form No,
13} that the landholding 'is Deing mivyered
because, based on the field investigation, L1
has been determined to be idle or Aabandonead,
This Notice should be sent by registered mail to
the landowner and posted for 30 days ins

- A& conspicuous place in the barangay
where the property is located, guch &g
barangay hall, school, and other public
places; and

- +the municipal or city hall.

] 1 Ly I W T T A1) A AT % .
fails to reply within 30 days from Lhe prosce Ll
~f the Notice and/or the last day of posting, as
the case may be. assume that the landouner
saived his retention right and procsed with the
acquisition and distribution of the entire
oroperty or identified portion(s) therecf under
the procedures on compulsory scquisition,
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An: party who disagrees with the coverage of the
sy iect landholding as idle or abandenad land
ma file with the MARO, copy furnished the PAR(
al RBARQ, a written pr-test fificen JAays from
re eipt of Notice or date of posting whichever
is applicable. Otherwise, cnvé@age shall Tbecome

final.

. Secure ©GSworn Statements (I/A Form No. 2) of at
least two (2) disinterested farmers within the
barangay where the subiect landholding or a
portion{s) thereof is located, in the presence
of two (2) witnesses, preferably Barangay
Agrarian Reform Committee (BARC) members, and
before the administering officer.

4. For landholdings greater than 50 hectares in aize
and with the landowner indicating his desire to
avail of the temporary retention, cover firat the

area in excess of 50 hectares then determine --- and

cover accordingly --- if there are idle or abandoned
portion=s within the temporarily retained area,

B, The procedures for land acqusition, compensation, and

distribution as well as valuation and Mol e o f

adompensation prescribed in Sections 16, 17, 18 and 22 of

K.A. 6657 and the implementing guidelines and procedures
tgsued for the purpose shall be strictly followed.

EFFECTIVITY

This Administrative Order shall take effect ten (10) days
after puplication in two (2) national newspapers of general
civeulation pursuant to Section 49 of BA BEST. All orders,
ciyeulars, rules and regulations inconsistent herewith are
hereby revoked, amended or modified as the case may be.

A .
Diliman, Quezén City, ’;Ll;:. ., 18990
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